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Welcome to Hughes



During Morning Meeting, when we go over
calendars and handwriting, I notice that the same
four to five of the 19 students actively
participating. Those who do not participate often
do not raise their hands, answer questions, or
follow along during different activities.

How can I improve participation with all of my
students by using different strategies to hold
their attention on our activities?

Let’s get down to business



Round 1: Initial Enactment

Turn and talk Directions: 
I am going to ask you a question and instead of
raising your hand right away, I would like you to
find a partner who is sitting next to you and talk to
them about the question first. 
If you can’t find a partner, tap a friend on the
shoulder and ask to be included.

When I saw students turning and talking, I gave them
positive feedback as a signa to all of the students to
follow along.

I recorded how many students turned and talked to a
partner by keeping tallies in my notebook.



ROund 1: Analysis of Data
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

12/16 16/17 15/18 18/19 17/17



ROund 2
Revised Question

How can I get my students to continue to turn
and talk but also have a conversation with their

peers rather than just tells them an answer?



Round 2: Revised Enactment

Added Wait Time
Directions (same as Round 1: Turn and Talk):

After I ask a question, I am going to show you my
ten fingers and count down on them. I want you to
turn to your partner and talk for that long.

When I saw students turning and talking, I gave them
positive feedback to encourage all students to follow
along.

I recorded how many students turned and talked to a
partner by keeping tallies in my notebook.



ROund 2: analysis of data
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

14/17 16/18 15/17 15/18 14/16



Round 3: Final Enactment

Added Individual Think time
Directions (same as Rounds 1&2: Turn & Talk; Wait Time):

After I ask a question, but before you turn and talk to a
neighbor, I want you to think about your answer and to
use your senses to help you answer the question.
When you are ready to talk, you are going to show me
a silent thumbs up.

When I saw students thinking, as well as turning and talking,
I gave them positive feedback to encourage all students to
follow along.

I recorded how many students turned and talked to a
partner by keeping tallies in my notebook.



ROund 3: analysis of data
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

16/18 16/17 16/16 17/17 18/18



Findings

Directions should be clear and
visible so they know how to
to follow
Notice what your students
need
Giving encouraging verbal
feedback
Be patient

Quick Pointers
How can I improve participation with all of
my students by using different strategies to

hold their attention on our activities?

Kindergartners love to talk, but the
complexity of a discussion requires explicit

directions and guidelines.



Sources

Teaching the Whole Child
Teaching the Whole Brain
Canva
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Questions?


