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Royal Mews End of Summer Report

Over the summer, I compiled information about the Royal Mews and encoded the resulting research for the Map of Early Modern London’s (MoEML) website.  The website has an interactive map that allows the viewers to click on its various features.  Some of these features have information, others do not and are called stubs.  At the start of my project, the Royal Mews was a stub.  If there was time left over, I would repeat the process for the falconry, the equines, and the streets in London to provide viewers a better idea of their presence in London during the 1500s and 1600s.  This information would provide the history of the Royal Mews, the falconry use within London and England, the use of working equines in London, and the streets near the Royal Mews.  For the project, I looked into documents, mostly digital, using predominately ProQuest, JSTOR, and Google Scholar to find relevant documents published within the late 1400s to 1700.  More contemporary texts that discuss the same time period were also accepted.  Once the information was compiled and edited, the information would then be encoded using oXygen XML Editor for the MoEML website.
The goals of the Royal Mews and equines were completed, but the falconry and London streets goals were not achieved. The Royal Mews is encoded and ready for submission.  At the time of this document’s submission, the equine-information is ready for final editing before being encoded.  In contrast, I was hoping to find a link between falconry and London rather than English falconry.  While the latter is interesting, and perhaps beneficial for future research endeavors, the falconry sub-project was supposed to provide more information about falconry in London.  Thus, unless I find a link to connect my compiled information about general falconry with London, I do not have anything falconry-related to submit to MoEML. The streets near the Royal Mews, however, seem promising because I have found some information about streets such as Haymarket and Hedge Lane.  Consequently, the equine, falconry, and streets subprojects will hopefully be materials for future research in the coming fall or spring semesters.

I am happy to report that I have four informational paragraphs about the Royal Mews.  Figure 1 is a screenshot of my “final draft” before I encode the information into oXygen; Figure 2 is a screenshot of the encoding, specifically the Royal Mews’ References section.  Additionally, I am excited that I have a multitude of paragraphs about the working equines, which differed from riding horses since the former were used for carts or as beasts of burden rather than being ridden.  The paragraphs include brief explanations of the similarities, differences, and uses of the different horse types.  This is exemplified in Figure 3, which has excerpts of passages about hackney and coach horses.
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Figure 1: A screenshot of Royal Mews Google Doc’s first paragraph








[image: ]Figure 2: A screenshot of oXygen XML Editor Royal Mews’ References section
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Figure 3: Excerpts of the Hackney-horses and Coach-horses passages pre-final editing

	My research has taught me the process of encoding and XML, which is an important skill set beyond Albion College.  XML has the advantage of being accessible on any platform and advantageous for online document submissions and large collaborations.  Being able to encode gives me a tool that may prove useful to future employers if documents need to be encoded.  Also, encoding is a component of web design and could be a potential career option should the opportunity present itself.
This project has also taught me to observe what is present and absent in written record.  In my research, I noticed gaps in the records.  The Royal Mews, for instance, is not recorded on a regular basis, like contemporary records developing timelines or progressions of a landmark.  Instead, early records would only note the Royal Mews when a significant event happened, such as a fire or conflict.  Otherwise, the Royal Mews were absent in records, so details are hard to obtain.  The presence of horses and the payroll of the Royal Mews was easy enough to find, but details about the Mews’ design, maintenance, and appearance are absent in texts.  Similarly, the use of cart-horses are more noticeable in the late 1600s as more legislation is published to regulate street traffic.  However, the appearance of cart-horses in the late 1600s documents does not mean that those horses appeared in London streets in the late 1600s.  Rather, the cart-horses were first used in London much earlier, but only became a problem later and consequently more frequently recorded.  These observations have taught me to be more mindful of what is written down in records and the context of when documents are published, for I now wonder how easily our understanding of history can change with the absence or addition of records.  This wonderment also serves as a reminder of the complexities of history, and how the past, especially older pasts, are rarely simple.
	An additional life-changing experience was the reminder of trying to find a balance between throwing myself into a project but not burning myself out.  This was a problem in school but became more noticeable in this project because the FURSCA set-up mimics the work-force structure.  If I do not find a way to balance between future work and burning myself out, then work will become more difficult and I will be without the flexibility that the College provides its students to address burnout.  However, my experience with this project has motivated me to try different techniques to obtain results without becoming mentally drained and talk with others on how they address similar balance problems.
	I currently plan to have my project presented at the Elkin Isaac Symposium.  If my research is published by MoEML, then my project will potentially be accessible to a wider audience. I am most appreciative for this amazing research opportunity and would also like to thank the Harriet E. Elgin, ’36 Endowed Fellowship for providing their support in this project. 
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<« The hackneys were also used to travel between London and other cities (Thrupp 104-05; Clark

13). Hackney horses are usually regarded as common and not well-bred, which is a common

point by critics, since the breeding, if any, are focused on horses able to be used for the hackneys

Notes rather than a characteristic like head shape or speed ("The world"; Topsell 285; "Cauelarice" 47).

The popularity of hackney coaches drew in complaints about the loss of jobs for the watermen,

for both the hackneys and watermen moved people and small cargo from one place to another

(Thrupp 38). The hackneys were also, like the carts, becoming an unchecked nuisance in the 4
streets, which resulted in regulation in the mid and late 1600s (Calthrop 205; "A list, of the 400

hackney-coaches").

— Equine Transportation in Lon...

References

Coaches are large carriages, either used for transportation for nobility or passengers between
cities. The latter use is usually referred to as stagecoaches (OED coach, n. and stagecoach, n.).
Coaches for nobility were common in the late 1500s to early 1600s[note] while public use was
common in the mid and late 1600s. Consequently, documents published throughout the 1600s
are in favor or against coaches while legislation was published in the late 1600s to control the
frequency of coaches in the streets ("The world"; "The reasons humbly offered"). Coaches differ
in hackneys, besides structural differences, in that more documents described coaches being
frequently used and traveled long distances. Coaches would be used to travel to cities such as
Bristol, York, Exeter, or Norwich. As their use increased, the multiple coaches would go to the
same cities, and the horses were changed out more frequently. Supposedly, inns outside of
London would own the stagecoaches and stable the coach-horses when they were switched out.
Within London, the coach-horses could have found rest in a stable with available stalls, since the

Bridgewardens would pay for a stall to use to rest their horses if they were to far from base ("The

reasons humbly offered"; Clark 13). Like hackneys, coach-horses were not viewed positively

though some authors made exceptions. Markham recommends a taller, but still well-built with

good hooves, horse for coach, placing preference on English mares followed by Flemish
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List documents mentioning Royal Mews
List variant names and spellings
King's Mews, Mews, Charing Mews, Meuse, Mues, Mewes, Mowse, Mewse, mewse, Mewce

Royal Mews, also the King's Mews or the Mews, was located in Westminster and north of
Charing Cross. The Mews! originally housed highly-prized royal falcons and hawks beginning in
either the late 1270s during King Edward I's reign (Camden 320-21; Oggins 22) or a century
later during King Richard II's reign (“370”). The Mews was originally built with "timber, wattle,
and daub on a stone foundation” (Oggins 22). It eventually became a complex of buildings,
including a kitchen and storeroom for the falconers, a stable for the falconers' horses, a janitor
house, a dovecote, a crane house, and a chapel. Wild-caught but untrained adult falcons, usually
called haggard-falcons and commonly associated with peregrine falcons, were noted to willingly

E go after doves and other related birds that were tamed and kept in dovecotes (OED, haggard, 7.2;
Cox 82). Since the doves and pigeons were easily accessible due to other existing uses, doves
were also used during hunting training with the falcons (Cox 84-85). Cranes were also used to
train falcons, since species such as gyrfalcons and sakers were normally used to hunt cranes and

other large--usually aquatic--birds (Oggins 13, 103; Ray 78; Cox 128). Hunting dogs were kept
in a nearby kennel. One wall of the Mews was painted and contained curtains for the mews. The
Mews and its complex, along with an ornate garden, was kept within a wall separating the
structures from the road (Oggins 22). Falconers and hawkers of various positions? cared for the
birds and the maintenance of the Mews itself.
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