Assessment Report
Program Name:  Women’s & Gender Studies                               Academic Year   2011-2012
Please fill in the following, expanding the space as needed:
Step 1: Program Mission
Women’s and Gender Studies is an interdisciplinary program that examines the role of gender in the construction of lives, cultures, community norms, meaning systems, and systems of representation.  All of the areas of study within the program use cross-cultural or multicultural investigations to understand the dynamics and differences in the operation of gender.  Within specific contexts, but also across differences, the program also focuses on the lives of women—on women’s past and present active involvement in the making of the world.  Each of the areas of study also emphasizes the ongoing interplay of theory and practice.
The W&GS Program provides students with the diverse opportunities necessary to appreciate the complexity of gender designations as they are impacted by class, race, ethnicity, age, and sexuality.

Students are introduced to both the foundational and the theoretical/methodological knowledge central to women’s and gender studies.  Students are also able to examine historical, social, and systemic aspects of gender.
Step 2: Student Learning Outcomes/Goals
The two tracks of the majors were developed around the following learning outcomes:
1. Knowledge of the foundational concepts and issues in the discipline of Women’s Studies or Gender Studies

2. Knowledge of the historical positioning and social construction of women or gender

3. Knowledge of the systemic nature of gender

4. Knowledge of women or a gender system outside the student’s cultural and national experience

5. Knowledge of the complexities  of the categories ‘women’ and ‘men,’ including differences in class, race, ethnicity, age, and sexuality

6. Knowledge of the theories and methods central to the discipline of Women’s Studies or Gender Studies

7. Knowledge of upper level work in the other track within the program

8. The ability to analyze representations—mass media, literature, histories, politics, etc.—from the frameworks within Women’s Studies or Gender Studies

9. The ability to make connections among three elected courses
10. The ability to bring a Women’s Studies or Gender Studies perspective to an upper level course outside the program

11. The ability to construct a focused bibliography and to summarize and critique a piece of literature within the bibliography

12. The ability to develop a research or scholarship proposal in Women’s Studies or Gender Studies
Step 3: Identify program components (required courses, elective courses, out-of-classroom or other experiences) that are designed to achieve each educational objective. 
NOTE: Every class will not achieve all outcomes, nor is it expected to; the program goal is to develop a distribution of student learning experiences that achieve the outcomes. 
The program components A, B, C, and D are designed to achieve the learning outcomes described above.

A. For outcome #1, each track requires a foundational course—WGS 106 Introduction to Women’s Studies or WGS116 Introduction to Gender Studies

B. For outcomes #3, #6, and #11, each track requires a theory course—WGS 360 for Women’s Studies or WGS 360 or A&S 332 or A&S 333 for Gender Studies

C. In addition, majors in both tracks are required to take at least one course from each of the following emphases.  The six courses must be selected in consultation with the program director or the faculty member in the program.  Outcomes #7 and # 9 will be addressed during the advising/consultation process.  Representative course are listed for each of the emphases.
Institutions or Knowledge Systems (outcome #3) Emphasizes the study of the systemic nature of gender or of the critical perspectives brought to a discipline by feminist/gender theory


A&S 333: The Sociology of Sex and Gender


BIOL 368: Behavioral Ecology


ENG 363: Literary Theory


RS 320: Gender and Biblical Interpretation

Representations (outcomes #5 and #8)  

ARTH 310: Women and Art

ENGL 345: Renaissance Women’s Writing

Global Perspectives (outcome #4)


A&S 332: The Anthropology of Sex and Gender


HIST 301: Gender and sexuality in the Hispanic World

HIST 340: History of Women in the U.S., 1877 to Present (for international students)
      Historical Contexts (outcomes #2 and #5)

E&M 305: Women in Business and Leadership


ENG 344: Age of Elizabeth


FREN 320: French Women Writers and Feminist Criticism


HIST 395: The Irrational in History

     Self Making (outcomes #3 and #5) Emphasizes studies of processes and narratives that  
     transform beings into gendered humans

A&S 230: Men and Masculinities


English 246: Immigration and Literature


PSYC 251: Child and Adolescent Psychology
D. Both majors require  a capstone experience, fulfilled by at least one of the following:
directed study, departmental or Honors thesis, internship, or practicum.   The integrative
            experience chosen is intended to address outcome #12.
Step 4: Select methods/data sources and instruments that you will use to gather information about whether expected outcomes and learning objective are being achieved. 

NOTE: Data from the same sources need not be collected every year. Rather, some kind of assessment rotation would be sufficient (e.g., Years 1 & 3, collect data from graduating seniors, Years 2 & 4 collect data from employers and alumni, etc.). 
      A. For outcome#1, WGS 106, Introduction to Women’s Studies and WGS 116, Introduction

           to Gender Studies, were assessed by Dr. Trisha Franzen using a pre-test/post-test method   
           during spring semester, 2012.

           WGS 106—The pre-test was a written response to an article about current events. [attached]   
               Responses were rated ‘very clear,’ ‘somewhat clear,’ or ‘unclear’ with regard to two
               components of outcome #1:

               ‘Able to articulate a clear understanding of the construction of gender’ and

               ‘Understood the global diversity of gender definitions’

           The post-test employed questions on the final exam addressing the same two points.

           WGS 116—The pre-test was a written response to a different article about a current event.
                      [Sensenbrenner comment-attached]
              Responses were rated ‘very clear,’ ‘somewhat clear,’ or ‘unclear’ with regard to one

              component of outcome #1: ‘Able to articulate a clear understanding of the construction

              of gender’

           The post-test was a final paper in which the outcome component was expected to be 
           addressed.

Step 5: Analyze and Interpret the Data 
I realize that this assessment relies upon small numbers, so please do not tell me that there
are too few numbers to draw conclusions.   I am not drawing any!

WGS 106 pre-test    n=25                                           Very clear        Somewhat          Unclear

  Able to articulate clear understanding…                  5 (20%)            8 (32%)              12 (48%)
  Understood the global diversity…                            4 (16%)            5 (20%)              16 (64%)
WGS 106 post-test   n=23                                         

  Able to articulate clear understanding                     12 (52%)           9 (39%)                 2 (9%)

  Understood the global diversity…                           10 (43%)           9 (39%)                4 (17 %)
It does appear that students’ levels of understanding of these two points improved over the course.  As more numbers are collected over many more offerings of this course, one might think about the possibility that ‘Understanding the global diversity of gender definitions’ is a more difficult concept to grasp.  With a lot more numbers, one might consider whether there are differences among students of different class rank or of females vs. males.  [The lower value for n in the post-test (final exam) reflects that some seniors in the course were not doing well and decided not to take the final exam!]
Both WGS 106 and WGS 116 are frequently selected to fulfill the Gender category requirement, in addition to serving as foundational courses in the Women’s and Gender Studies majors.  When we asked 3WGS graduating seniors in spring, 2010 about how well their introductory course prepared them for the major and so forth, there had been so much maturation beyond that point that it was difficult for them to answer.
WGS 116 pre-test     n=23                                        Very clear       Somewhat          Unclear                                               
  Able to articulate clear understanding…                7 (30%)           8 (35%)              8 (35%)
WGS 116 post-test   n=22*

  Able to articulate clear understanding…              14 (64%)           5 (22%)              3 (14%)

*One person did not complete the paper.

Again, it appears that students’ levels of understanding of this point improved over the course.
Step 6: How has the data been used for decision-making, strategic planning, etc.
I recently had a long conversation with Drew Dunham about the difficulty of assessing programs where nearly everything is interdisciplinary and there is only one faculty member ‘in the program.’ He gave some details about a Higher Learning Commission workshop that he, Vicki Baker, and Dean McCurdy attended in preparation for the NCA review.  Their ‘project’ was thinking about ways to assess programs like this one –International Studies, and Ethnic Studies, too.  The model they arrived at was to have a meeting of all people teaching in one area , e.g., Representations, Global Perspectives, et cetera for us, compare and agree upon stated outcomes, and focus on assessing the commonalities.  Each course could then use a few, e.g., final exam questions about that/those outcomes.  One might do one or two emphases per year, and/or use the ‘meeting method’ to look at outcomes #3, #6, and #11of the theory courses.
The only other viable way I can think of to reel in all the spaghetti is by adding a 0.25 or 0.5 unit

course whose purpose is wall-to-wall assessment—a capstone of the capstone?  

I cannot do either of the above things on the spur of the moment.  The second possibility requires a meeting with and course proposal by colleagues.  We will do an assessment of WGS 106 and WGS 116 every time they are taught, to arrive at some potentially useful numbers.

These are my best thoughts after my annus horribilis.

                     Ruth Schmitter
