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1. COMMITTEE ANNOUNCEMENTS

From Curriculum & Resources Committee:
CRC supports the request by the Education Department to replace the tenure-track math and science literacy faculty slot with a tenure-track slot in elementary literacy.

There are reasons mandated by the State of Michigan for making this change. The State has mandated that accredited teacher education programs include a specialist in elementary literacy. As the College is committed to maintaining an accredited program at Albion, the shift in emphasis is warranted. The Department has assured CRC that existing faculty will be reassigned to cover remaining program needs, including coverage of math and science literacy. 

There are 185 students in the education program, and CRC recently approved the math and science literacy slot with similar enrollment numbers, so the position appears warranted on resource grounds as well. 

#    #    #

From Course Change Committee:
Course number: PHIL 205

Course title: Foundations of Political Philosophy

Instructor: Frank Grabowski

Offered: Spring 2006

Frequency and duration of meetings: Mon. & Wed. 3:00 p.m.-4:30 p.m.

Prerequisites: None


Corequisites: None

Course fee amount: None

Units: 1 unit

Grading: Standard grading

Course description: An introductory survey of the leading political philosophers of antiquity, the middle ages, and the early modern period, from Plato to Hobbes, with a view to illuminating Western contributions to the discussion of basic political concepts such as power, right, sovereignty, consent, obligation, and human nature.

Course Number:  PHIL 215 

Course Title: Philosophy of Art

Instructor: James Durham, Jr. 
Offered  __ Fall ___ Spring 

Frequency and Duration of Meetings: Twice per week, 90 minute meetings  

Prerequisites: None


Corequisites: None  

Course Fee Amount: $ None 

Units: 1

Check one option: Standard grading [Students in the course will receive numeric grades unless declare CR/NC or a course is a practicum or an internship] P Grading is numeric only ___ CR/NC only ___ 

Course Description:  In this course we will actively investigate the following questions: What is creativity? What is beauty? What is aesthetic value? What is representation? What is art? What is a work of art? You will practice using the tools (words, concepts, logical skills) needed to construct satisfying theoretical responses the questions. We will sketch answers to such questions, and incorporate from them components that we determine, through logical evaluation, to accurately model that part of reality called “art,” into theory of art.  We will contemplate artworks, and study theories of art and aesthetics, from diverse cultural perspectives in their historical, Ancient, Medieval, Renaissance, Modern, and Contemporary, contexts. We will, for example, investigate the nature of creativity from Indian as well as Western perspectives. East Asian, Ancient Greek, and Medieval European, and well as contemporary Western perspectives will enrich our understanding of the role of harmony and form in art. We will see how artworks in Sub-Saharan Africa are employed to unify and guide living extended family and clan members, ancestors, and communities.  Students will critically investigate, articulate, and evaluate their own views of creativity, the aesthetic, and the arts, at conceptual depths accessible only through sustained philosophical questioning, and in a manner that is culturally and historically informed.  

Course Number: ETHN  370            
Course Title: Theories and Methods in Ethnic Studies

Instructor: Ariza


Offered 
 Fall 
Spring

Frequency and Duration of Meetings: twice a week, 1.5 hour meetings each

Prerequisites:



Corequisites: 





Course Fee Amount: $

Units:  1

Check one option: Standard grading [Students in the course will receive numeric grades unless they declare CR/NC or the course is a practicum or an internship] ____ Grading is numeric only ____ CR/NC only ____ 

Course Description:  Designed for advanced students who wish to integrate their internship and coursework experiences and deepen their analytical understanding of issues related to ethnicity.  Students familiarize themselves with Critical Race Theory (CRT), other Race Critical Theorists, and current scholarship on Ethnic Studies.  Through independent research, they advance their understanding of a particular issue of their choice related to ethnicity.

#    #    #

From Global Studies Committee:
The Global Studies Committee has approved A&S 366: Anthropology of Media (Instructor: Shiho Satsuka) scheduled for spring 2006 as fulfilling the global studies category requirement.
#    #    #

From Gender & Ethnicity Committee:
The Gender & Ethnicity Committee has approved ETHN 289 - Caribbean Identity and Diaspora (Ariza) 
and ETHN 389 - Ethnicity in Theory and Practice (Ariza) for Ethnicity Category credit.
#    #    #

From Faculty Development Committee:

The Faculty Development Committee has approved the following Grants:

Small Grant:
Marcy Sacks (History) to finalize her book for publication.

Ken Saville (Biology) for the purchase of a PCR kit and a PCR product cloning kit.
Large Grant:

Diana Ariza (Ethnic Studies) to support her summer research on Puerto Rican immigration issues.

Drew Christopher (Psychology) to conduct two investigative surveys.

Combined Small and Large Grant:

Tammy Jechura (Psychology) for testing of saliva samples.

Dean McCurdy (Biology) to conduct field work on North American wood turtles.
II
ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM ACADEMIC AFFAIRS OFFICE
The Fourteenth Annual Latin American Studies Symposium hosted by Birmingham-Southern College will be held April 7-8, 2006.  This inter- and multi-disciplinary event is a unique opportunity for undergraduate students to present their research in a professional setting.  The Symposium has grown to become one of the largest of its kind, with students from over 30 colleges and universities participating last year.  The Symposium has attracted renowned and engaging keynote speakers, and the event has become a rich opportunity for students and faculty to discuss a wide range of topics in Latin American Studies.  Please visit http://www.bsc.edu/lass/ to submit proposals and for further information.  The deadline for submission is February 6, 2006.

The Council on International Educational Exchange announces its 2006 International Faculty Development Seminars.  These intensive seminars (1-2 weeks) are hosted by leading academic institutions abroad and feature lectures by academics and specialists from public and private-sector institutions.  They include coordinated study tours and provide numerous opportunities to meet and exchange ideas with colleagues from host countries.  Faculty at the college or university level from any discipline are encouraged to apply, and participants do not need to be experts on the seminar topic or region.  Seminars are being offered in Belgium, Brazil, Cambodia & Vietnam, Chile & Argentina, China, Costa Rica, Croatia, England, France & The Netherlands, Hungary & The Czech Republic, India, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Senegal & Cape Verde, South Africa, Taiwan, Turkey and Urganda. The deadline for summer seminars is February 1, 2006. 
Calvin College announces The January Series, fifteen days of guest speakers on a range of topics:  Public Health and Social Justice; Globalization of the Media: Who is Really in Control; Hotel Rwanda: A Lesson Yet to be Learned; The Minstrel and the Storyteller; Upside-down Brillance, among others.  For a complete list of these free presentations, see www.calvin.edu/january.

III
SCHOLARLY AND PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
Andrew Bishop (Music) performed at the Ann Arbor Jazz and Blues Festival on October 1 with the Ellen Rowe Quartet and Phil Ogilvie¹s Rhythm Kings.  Bishop also performed with two different groups at Edgefest 9 (Ann Arbor’s premiere new music festival) on October 20, including instrument maker and

visual artist Ken Butler and the alternative rock and concert music group Bright Out: Chamber for which he also contributed string arrangements. On November 4, he performed in New York City at the 5c Café’s Restless Spirit Music Series with vocalist Yoon Sun Choi and pianist Jacob Sacks.   

In other news, Bishop recently received a commission from the Toledo Symphony Orchestra’s Chamber Music Program to compose a new work for Flute, Harp, Bass, and Percussion. His recording Time and Imaginary Time (Envoi Recordings) was among the Top 10 most played recordings in October at

Chicago’s WNUR (Northwestern University Radio).

Ralph Davis (Philosophy emeritus) offered a National Science Foundation Chautauqua Short Course on “Genius” this past May in Manhattan with Philip Schewe of the American Institute of Physics.  He will offer another NSF Chautauqua, “Science and Leonardo,” in June 2006, again in Manhattan.  He presented a paper, “Global Kitsch,” at the New York School of Visual Arts’ 19th Annual National Conference on Liberal Arts and the Education of Artists last October.  And for the publication “Choice,” he reviewed Leonard M. Wapner’s  The Pea and the Sun: a Mathematical Paradox and Robert W. Bly’s The Science in Science Fiction.  For the 26th year his artwork was on display in Ann Arbor at the Michigan Guild’s Summer Art Fair.

Andrew Grossman (Political Science) presented (co-authored with Fiona Adamson) “External Shocks and Domestic Institutional Development:  U.S. Homeland Defense Policies in Comparative-Historical Perspective,” at the Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association, September 1-4, 2005.  Grossman presented, “The Paradoxes of Civilian Defense: The Fate of  Homeland Security in the United States,” at the International Studies and Arms Control Annual Conference 2005 at the Institute on Globalization and Security, Denver, Colorado, October 27-29, 2005.  In addition, Grossman accepted an appointment to the 2005-06 American Political Science Association’s Harold D. Lasswell Dissertation Prize Committee, and has accepted an invitation in August 2005, to join the editorial board of the journal Polity. 

Deborah Kanter (History) acted as a consulting historian in plans to redesign the Jane Addams Hull-House Museum in Chicago (funded with a Planning Grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities).  Deborah joined other historians and museum specialists at the JAHHM on November 4, 2005. 

Nathaniel Poor (Speech Communication) presented at the Midwest Association of Public Opinion Research held in Chicago, November 18-19. The paper, "Searching for a Global Elite: Have Elites become Cosmopolitan while People Have Remained Local?" was co-authored and presented by Roei Davidson and Ann Williams, both of the University of Michigan.  In this paper the authors investigated a number of hypotheses about the global elite.  Analyzing data gathered in a multi-wave internationally representative dataset the authors found support for their general hypothesis that the global elites do exist, but found that "elite status" is a nuanced situation that may play out differently in different countries.

Nat also had a paper accepted by the journal Convergence.  His paper, "Playing Internet curveball with the traditional media: Pitcher Curt Schilling and Boston Red Sox fans," looks at how a famous media figure uses different media in the media environment depending on his needs. Schilling considered issues of coverage and reach, interactivity and feedback, and control over his message.  Part of the story includes three sports radio talk show hosts and their negative reaction to Schilling's use of the Internet, which they saw as a threat.

‘Dimeji Togunde (Anthropology/Sociology) attended the 48th Annual Meeting of the African Studies Association in Washington, DC, November 17-20, and delivered a paper titled "Children's Economic Production in Urban Nigeria: Implications for Health and Schooling."  'Dimeji has received word that his article Socio-economic causes of child labor in Urban Nigeria, co-authored with Arielle Carter (Albion undergrad) has been accepted for publication in the Journal of Children & Poverty.  Also, “Dimeji has another paper Value of children, child labor, and fertility preferences in Urban Nigeria, co-authored with Samantha Newman (Albion undergrad) accepted for publication in West Africa Review.

In September, Gary Wahl (Art & Art History) was awarded Honorable Mention in this year’s IPA Photographer of the Year Competition in the non-professional Editorial category for "Land and Soil" portfolio.  IPA is comprised of 18,000 members and affiliates from around the world. IPA's mission is to salute the achievements of the world's finest photographers, to discover new and emerging talent, and to promote the appreciation of photography. Since 2003 IPA has acknowledged photographers’ achievements from around the world in various categories.

Gary also had an exhibition of the Land and Soil photography portfolio at Augusta State University's Fine Arts Center Gallery in Augusta, Georgia, with Anne Hennen Barber's (Art & Art History) films from August 29-Sept 29.  The portfolio includes 18 photographs focusing on the seams between urban and rural landscapes. The work examines those areas where the landscape is in transition and the seams in land use become visible.  His photograph "Snarl" received a Director's Recognition Award in the 7th Annual Landscape Juried Online International Art Exhibition sponsored by the Upstream People's Gallery.  It was one of five images included in the exhibition.  The Upstream People Gallery was organized and developed by curator Professor Larry Bradshaw of the University of Nebraska at Omaha who has curated over one hundred national and international exhibitions.

Thom Wilch (Geological Sciences) has been selected to participate in ANDRILL, an Antarctic geologic drilling project that is focusing on obtaining a detailed record of global climate changes in an active tectonic and volcanic environment.

Jeff Wilson (Psychology) presented a poster co-authored by a former student (James Cottone, 2003) at the annual meeting of the Society for Neuroscience in Washington, DC, entitled "The Hole Escape Board: A simple apparatus for learning and memory studies in the rat."  Also, Jeff and Tammy Jechura (Psychology) took eleven Albion students to the meeting with them this year.
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