
SPRING 2020 SELECTED TOPICS COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 
 
 
ENGL 389:  Nature in Living Color: Transcendentalism in White, Black, and Green 
This course explores the relationship between the literature of American Transcendentalism and current issues of race 
and environmental justice.  We’ll take a deep dive into the dynamic duo of American Transcendentalism, Ralph Waldo 
Emerson and Henry David Thoreau, before plunging into the most influential work of perhaps the greatest black 
intellectual of all time, W.E.B. Du Bois’ The Souls of Black Folk.    (Christensen) 
 
 
ENGL 389 / WGS 389:  WRITING FOR THE NON-PROFIT SECTOR: LOCAL SEXUAL ASSAULT ADVOCATES (LSAAs) 
In this advanced professional writing course, students will work closely with a local non-profit organization to determine 
content needs, to collaboratively develop project plans, and to produce professional-quality documents for the 
organization to use. For Spring 2020, our partnership is with the Albion College Local Sexual Assault Advocates (LSAAs), a 
group of students, faculty, and staff who support victims and survivors of sexual assault through understanding and 
informed advice.    (Krista Quesenberry) 
Prerequisite: Sophomore standing or above and one of the following: completion of ENGL 101 or the permission of the 
instructor.  
This course fulfills 300-level course requirements for Professional Writing majors and is cross-listed with Women’s , 
Gender, and Sexuality Studies.    
PLEASE NOTE: Sensitive topics will be addressed daily; if you are interested in the course but are concerned about the 
personal boundaries, please feel free to contact Krista (kquesenberry@albion.edu) with questions in advance.   
 
 
HIST 289: Medieval England  
Covers England-the isle of Albion-from the end of Rome to the start of the Renaissance, from the epic tale of Beowulf to 
the Battle of Bosworth that ended Richard III and brought the Tudors to power. We will cover the political and military 
stories of rulers, clerics, and knights, as well as the social, religious, and economic developments that birthed the idea of 
what it meant to be English.   (Chris Riedel) 
 
 
HIST 389: Saints and Sinners - Histories of Christianity in China   
This course investigates Christianity’s evolving cultural, political, and social influences in Chinese history over the last 
500 years. We begin with early Catholic religious and scientific missions to East Asia and end with conflicts between 
government authorities and Christian groups in the present-day People’s Republic of China. Using sources ranging 
from sacred texts to popular media, we will trace the diverse ways in which this global belief system and its local 
developments profoundly shaped Chinese communities and international contacts across time.     (Joseph Ho) 
 
 
HIST 389: Holocaust: History & Memory   
The course studies one of the most important events of the twentieth-century: the Holocaust. We will discuss the 
development of modern antisemitism, the rise of fascism and Hitler, the evolution of Nazi Jewish policy, the mechanics 
of the Final Solution, the experience and response of the victims, and the post-war attempt to deal with these 
unparalleled crimes through traditional judicial procedures.    (Laura Brade)  
 
 
HIST 402: Jerusalem: City at the Center of the World   
Prerequisite: Junior/Senior standing or instructor permission 
No city in history has meant so much to so many for so long as Jerusalem. This course covers the legendary kings like 
David and Solomon 3000 years ago, the tumultuous life of Jesus and Jerusalem’s second destruction by the Romans, the 
Crusades between Muslims and Christians, and the contentious modern conflict between Palestinians and Israelis. We 
will also examine the many meanings that have made Jerusalem an ideal, the city on a hill, Zion, al-Quds, the axis mundi 
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at the center of the world, inspiration to pilgrims, mystics, utopian idealists and brutal conquerors. Students interested 
in any time or place can find a connection to Jerusalem.     (Chris Riedel) 
 
 
KIN 389:  Sci&App of Strngth,Pwr 
This course provides a brief review of fundamental knowledge in Kinesiology (anatomy, exercise physiology, 
biomechanics, and nutrition). An emphasis will be placed on learning exercise technique, program design, 
organization/administration, and testing/evaluation. Additionally, this course is designed to prepare students for the 
nationally accredited Certified Strength and Conditioning Specialist (CSCS) certification exam. 
 
 
KIN 389:  MusculoSkel Assessmt 
This course is designed to understand and perform orthopedic physical assessment. Hands on skills will include 
palpation, goniometry, manual muscle testing, special tests and neurological evaluation techniques. Students will learn 
to how to take a patient history and determine signs and symptoms that are associated with various orthopedic injuries 
and conditions. Current literature and evidence based practice will also be discussed. 
 
 
KIN 389:  Exercise Physiol Lab 
This laboratory course will provide students with the opportunity to learn basic skills involved in exercise physiology 
assessments. Students will learn through hands-on activities the neuromuscular, metabolic, and cardiorespiratory 
responses to acute and chronic exercise. 
 
 
MUS 189:  Gateway to Music 
This course will introduce students to the study of basic elements of music through analytic listening, notation, 
composition and informal in-class performance.  Basic elements of music reading and piano keyboarding will be 
introduced.  Musical examples will be drawn from a variety of styles: Western classical, jazz/blues, rock/pop/R&B, and 
world music styles.  
 
 
PSYC 389:  Cross Cultural Psychology 
Prerequisites: PSYC 101 and at least one 200-level List 1 (social science emphasis) PSYC course 
Culture is an essential part of what makes us human. In this course we will explore similarities and differences in how 
people from all over the world think and act. In doing so, we will cut across a range of psychological domains, such as 
abnormal, cognitive, developmental, and social psychology. 
 
 
SOC 289:  Sociology of Families: 
This course examines the institution of family from a sociological perspective. We will investigate the ways in which 
‘family’ is understood and has been defined, review the history of families in the U.S., conduct cross-cultural 
comparisons of families, and discuss several areas of sociological research on families including intimate relationships, 
cohabitation, marriage, divorce, children, parents, stepfamilies, LGBTQ+ families, and more. We will also examine the 
diversity of forms, characteristics, and challenges of families in the U.S., variation by social location (e.g., race, class, age, 
etc), and relationships between families and other social institutions.     
 
 
SOC 389:  Contemporary Sexual Politics: 
This course investigates contemporary sexual (and gender) politics in the U.S. such as political debates and struggles 
relating to sexuality, queerness, gender identity and expression, and more. Through several topics such as sex education, 
reproductive rights, LGBTQ+ rights, and sex work we will examine how competing notions of sexuality and gender are 
re/produced in various institutions, discourses, and cultural representations. We will discuss current policy or policy 



initiatives as well as activism and social movements where applicable. We will interrogate each topic through historical, 
theoretical, and intersectional lenses, discussing how each challenges or limits sexual citizenship.     
 
 
THEA 287:  Youth Drama     (0.25),    Spring 
A hands-on practicum in working with area youth (5th-8th grade) on improvisational exercises and the production of a 
short play. Note: This class begins in late February and extends two and one half weeks past the end of the regular 
semester.    (MacInnes) 
 
 
THEA 287:  Playwriting for Young Actors     (0.25),    Spring 
Combines a practical experience in writing drama for young actors in connection with the concurrently run 287 (Youth 
Drama). Students will collaborate on a play to be performed in May by area youth (5th-8th grade). Note: This class 
concludes in the 3rd week of March.   (MacInnes, Henderson) 
 
 
WGS 389 / ENGL 389:  WRITING FOR THE NON-PROFIT SECTOR: LOCAL SEXUAL ASSAULT ADVOCATES (LSAAs) 
In this advanced professional writing course, students will work closely with a local non-profit organization to determine 
content needs, to collaboratively develop project plans, and to produce professional-quality documents for the 
organization to use. For Spring 2020, our partnership is with the Albion College Local Sexual Assault Advocates (LSAAs), a 
group of students, faculty, and staff who support victims and survivors of sexual assault through understanding and 
informed advice.     (Krista Quesenberry) 
Prerequisite: Sophomore standing or above and one of the following: completion of ENGL 101 or the permission of the 
instructor.  
This course fulfills 300-level course requirements for Professional Writing majors and is cross-listed with Women’s , 
Gender, and Sexuality Studies.    
PLEASE NOTE: Sensitive topics will be addressed daily; if you are interested in the course but are concerned about the 
personal boundaries, please feel free to contact Krista (kquesenberry@albion.edu) with questions in advance.   
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