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Mapping a Career Path

By Trent Mikek, ’15

My accounting experience at 
Albion College has been nothing 
short of excellent. Even as a 
prospective student I knew Albion, 
and the Gerstacker Institute, were 
for me. I remember over three 
years ago visiting during the 
Honors Convocation and having 
my name called as a new member 
of the Gerstacker Institute. As 
just a young guy finishing up high 
school I thought this recognition 
was very exciting. 

Once I came to Albion I learned 
even more about all that the College 
does to ensure you receive not just 
an education but also real-world 
experience. With the counseling 
from the Gerstacker and Economics 

and Management staffs I was always 
pointed in the right direction. The 
classes I took further developed 
my interest in the accounting field. 
Different events such as speakers 
and “Meet the Firm Night” set me 
up for success as well. Specifically, 
I made connections at “Meet the 
Firm Night” that landed me my 
first internship in the spring of 
my sophomore year. At Thomson 
Reuters in Ann Arbor I was able to 
gain real-world experience while also 
earning credits at Albion College. 

Next came Gerstacker summer 
school, an experience I will never 
forget. Not only did I spend the 
summer taking engaging courses 
with the rest of our close-knit 
Gerstacker class, but I was also able 
to do mock interviews with many 
of the firms where I might begin my 
career in the upcoming year. During 
summer school we also traveled to 
Chicago for a firsthand look at many 
types of businesses. Back on campus 
in the fall I interviewed with many 
different firms for the upcoming 
summer in pursuit of an internship, 
interviews that Gerstacker was  
vital in arranging.

Professors Bedient and Carlson 
have taught most of my upper-level 
accounting classes, and I have been 
extremely lucky to have them. The 
good mix of teaching styles from 
the two has opened my eyes to not 
just the material but bigger-picture 

concepts as well. I have developed 
great relationships with them, and 
they encourage students to stop by 
their offices for any reason. 

This past spring I have had the 
opportunity to work with the 
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance 
program through which I have 
helped many community members 
complete their basic income tax 
returns, gaining experience while 
helping out the community. This 
summer I am interning at Ernst 
& Young in Detroit before I begin 
my final year at Albion College. 
My experience at Albion studying 
accounting has been second to 
none. Knowing that I am well 
prepared, I look forward to my 
career after college. 

Real-world connections set students up for success

Currently an intern at Ernst & Young, 
Trent Mikek was awarded the 2014 E. Scott 
Cracraft Scholarship, for a student planning 
a public accounting career.
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By Ethan Sutton, ’17

As a first-year student, economics 
& management major, and business 
& organizations minor, I have had 
opportunities in the Gerstacker 
Institute that I never thought would 
be possible when I started at Albion. 
Not only have I been able to listen 
to the many different professional 
speakers the Gerstacker Institute has 
brought to campus, but I’ve also been 
given the chance to have dinner with 

these professionals and speak to them one-on-one. 

The Gerstacker Institute works hard to connect its 
upperclass students with first-year students so we can 
see the success that can be achieved in a few short 
years in the Institute as well as receiving advice and 
information passed along by the upperclassmen. Lastly, 
the first-year workshop attended by all new Gerstacker 
students is a great way to become acclimated with our 
classmates and learn many ins and outs of the business 
world that may not come up in everyday class but are 
nonetheless crucial to the success of Gerstacker students 
soon to join the workforce. 

In all, joining the Carl A. Gerstacker Institute for Business 
and Management at Albion College has been an incredible 
investment, and I would recommend it to any student 
considering a career in the business world.

‘An Incredible Investment’
Gerstacker ‘extras’ add up

Ethan Sutton

By Danielle Nelson, ’17

The Gerstacker Institute has certainly 
helped me grow personally and 
professionally. The faculty and staff in 
Gerstacker ensure that we’re prepared 
to enter interviews, internships, and 
eventually careers. A unique way 
that Gerstacker does this is through a 
first-year leadership workshop during 
the last week of winter break. It is 
truly a unique community-building 
experience as we all take part in team-

building exercises and learn what it truly means to be a 
leader and a manager. I not only bonded with members of 
my class, but I also learned many skills that will help me 
thrive in a business setting. 

My first-year experience in the Gerstacker Institute has 
opened me up to opportunities that I never thought I 
would have as a freshman in college. Gerstacker hosts 
speakers several times a semester to introduce students 
to all the different fields that one can enter after 
graduation. These events are wonderful for networking, 
and I am so grateful to have the chance to attend them. 

Opportunities like this are what truly set Gerstacker 
above other business programs. The alumni support of 
Gerstacker grads stands out as well. I personally have 
found an internship with an alumnus, and I know that 
I wouldn’t have that opportunity as a first-year at other 
business schools!

Programs build strong bonds

Danielle Nelson

Car Talk
Ross Muniga’s family may have moved to Texas from Michigan, 
but his love of automobiles has never wavered. The Gerstacker 
rising senior, who is majoring in business & organizations as well as 
accounting, is currently interning in the international procurement 
services department at Mercedes-Benz this summer. The internship 
resulted from a request from Gerstacker alumna and Mercedes-Benz 
manager Brooke Kaltz, ’05. “Mercedes treats its interns as if they 
are managers,” Muniga said. “There’s not a lot of hand-holding. 
Resources are available, but we are expected to be able to do some 
problem solving on our own.” The two are pictured at the Mercedes-
Benz campus in Montvale, N.J.



By Kyle Griffin, ’14

The butterfly effect: One small change 
leading to massive alterations in life 
trajectory. Albion was actually my second 
choice in baccalaureate colleges coming 
out of a small community college in the 
hills near Petoskey, Michigan. Sails were 
set toward Michigan State, until the winds 
of scheduling meant that I would have 
to take a semester off, should I decide to 
attend. Unwilling to compromise on my 
educational track, I turned full-sail to 
Albion and never looked back.

Living the true college experience was a big 
step, but the transition was easier knowing 
that I would receive individualized 
attention in my academic counseling. I 
cannot thank the staff of the Gerstacker 

Institute enough for their experienced 
guidance and support. They introduced 
me to the importance of building business 
connections, developing new products 
with a start-up team, and focusing on the 
details that make Gerstacker students 
stand out from the rest. 

I am most thankful for the respect that 
my career as a ski instructor and racing 
coach was given, as it’s a passion of mine 
that required three days of every week 
for practice. In fact, this pathway was 
encouraged by many students and faculty 
alike, as they appreciated my dreams of 
employment in the snow sports industry.

The lessons learned at Albion College, and 
in the Gerstacker Institute specifically, 
provided the professionalism and clarity 

of purpose that 
helped me secure 
an internship 
with Mt. Hotham 
Resort in Victoria, 
Australia for the 
summer of 2014. 
This dream come 
true will generate 
experience as an 
international coach 
and marketing 
intern with a 
world-renowned 
organization in 
the snow sports 
industry. I could not 
be more satisfied 
with my time in the 
Institute.

Michigan to Australia
Aiming for leading edge in snow sports industry

Kyle Griffin will coach ski racing and assist with Australia’s national ski racing 
competition during his internship ‘down under’ at Mt. Hotham Alpine Resort.

Action Benefits
Albion College Administrative 

Offices
Albion College Student Farm
Tom Barrett for Michigan
Bedrock Real Estate
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan
Chemical Bank
Congressman Benishek
CreateMyTee
Ernst & Young
Grand Rapids Children’s Museum
Haggerty Insurance
Information System Resources
Iroquois Springs Camp
Raymond James
Kaufman Financial
Level One Bank
Mercedes-Benz, USA
MidMichigan Medical Center
Mt. Hotham Alpine Resort
Stanley Parkhurst, CPA
Plante Moran
PSLZ, LLP
Rosemary Davis Realty
Strategic Staffing Solutions
Target Stores
Xceleration Sports, LLC
 
Students are also in off-campus 
programs in: 
Chicago
Philadelphia

Summer 2014
Internship 
Placements 
This summer, our 
students are making 
changes in the world, 
both big and small.  
We have interns 
working with:
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Admission to the Gerstacker Institute is selective. 
We are looking for good students—our average high 
school GPA is 3.6, and our average ACT score is 26. 
Successful applicants also demonstrate leadership, 
express awareness of, and curiosity about, their world, 
and possess a “can do” attitude that is evident across 
a wide variety of endeavors. You’ll find the Institute 
application form online at: www.albion.edu/gerstacker.

To learn more about the Institute, or to schedule a 
personal visit, contact:

Emily Nolan, Director
Laurel Draudt, Associate Director
Anne Cox, Coordinator 

Gerstacker Institute for Business and Management
Albion College Telephone: 517/629-0418
611 E. Porter St. E-mail: gerstacker@albion.edu
Albion, MI 49224 Web: www.albion.edu/gerstacker

Carl A. Gerstacker Institute 
for Business and Management

By Doug Schomer, ’16

Trump Tower, the sports scene, Al 
Capone. Those may be top of mind 
when you think of Chicago. On 
the Gerstacker Institute trip to the 
Windy City this past June, however, 
we learned that Chicago is more 
than this. It’s a bustling city where 
you can learn about independence, 
leadership, and opportunity.

As Albion students, we still have 
much to learn about the world. 
After graduation, we won’t have 
prepaid meals in Baldwin when 
we don’t want to make dinner. In 
Chicago, you are thrown into a 
world that moves at its own pace. 
If you get on the wrong train and 
end up on the wrong side of the 
city, it’s up to you to find your way 
home. If you want to stay out into 
the early morning, you need to 
be sure you’ll be able to get up for 
your appointments the next day.

In a city of millions of people, 
distinguishing yourself from the 
crowd can be difficult. It was a 
pleasant surprise to see so many 
Albion alumni in major positions 
in both finance and marketing 
within the city; from Comcast 
SportsNet Chicago to Merrill 
Lynch, Albion’s alumni have 
claimed prestigious positions. We 
learned much from them about 
how to capitalize on opportunities 
when they come your way.

From meeting various Albion 
alumni at the White Sox game 
vs. the Detroit Tigers to taking 
the train to Chinatown to admire 
the architecture, the Gerstacker 
Chicago trip taught us many 
things. After this experience, I have 
a new appreciation for urban living 
and believe I am more prepared for 
my future not just here in Albion 
but beyond Albion as well.

Banking to Baseball: Gerstacker 
Students See It All in Chicago

For the third year in a row, the Gerstacker Institute has hosted students through the 
Student Entrepreneurial Exchange program with L’école supérieure de Vente (Sup de V),  
in Paris, France. The French students and Gerstacker students worked on business 
plans from September 2013 through April 2014. The groups presented their proposals 
for business ventures at the Elkin R. Isaac Student Research Symposium, held in April.


