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ENGL 152 (1 Unit) 
LITERATURE MATTERS:  LOVE AND POETRY 
 
MARY COLLAR (M T W 1:00-2:05 PM) 
 

This section of Literature Matters focuses on the topic and genre designated in its title:  Love and Poetry. If you are interested 
in both, you are welcome and adequately prepared since this course assumes that those who have signed on see themselves 
as beginners when it comes to the serious study of poetry. The course will examine love in fixed forms and free verse; in poetry 
from a variety of periods, from the Renaissance to the present day; in various forms of the "I" addressed to equally various 
forms of "you." Our selected poems will sponsor a range of questions. Here are only some samples:  How did love and poetry 
first get hooked up?  To what extent are "lyric," "love," and "lyrics" linked? How much freedom of expression is there in the po-
etry speaking love? What is desire? How does the nature of love assumed in the questions asked so far differ from other expe-
riences we also insist upon calling love? Should we want to rank these various loves? This course counts for the Textual Anal-
ysis Mode. 
 

 
 
 
ENGL 205 (1 Unit) 
INTRODUCTORY CREATIVE WRITING 
 
DANIT BROWN (M W F 10:30-11:35 AM) 
HELENA MESA (T R 2:15-4:05 PM) 
 

An introduction to the basics of writing poetry and fiction, approaching both genres from a writer’s perspective. Because learn-
ing to write involves an understanding of how stories and poems are put together, a major portion of this course is centered on 
the examination and discussion of contemporary texts. You will be asked to write your own poems and stories, to comment on 
your peers' work, and to read extensively and carefully, looking for ways in which a particular work can inspire and inform your 
own composition. Prerequisite:  English 101. This course counts for the Artistic Creation and Analysis Mode. 
  

 
 
 
ENGL 207 (1 Unit) 
MULTIMEDIA JOURNALISM 
  
GLENN DEUTSCH (M W F 1:00-2:05 PM) 

Students in Multimedia Journalism will develop core reporting, newswriting, photo, video, and blogging skills. Assignments in-
clude a campus event story, a community story, an anniversary-pegged feature, an opinion piece, and a personality profile. 
Examples of multimedia story treatments include text with embedded audio, video with accompanying text, and audio 
slideshows. Selected pieces may run in The Pleiad, Albion College’s online student-run news publication. The course also co-
vers the basics of media law and ethics and Associated Press style and is a prerequisite for advanced journalism classes. Mul-
timedia Journalism prepares students for media internships and other opportunities where they would be valued for their ability 
to communicate complex ideas to general audiences. Prerequisite: English 101 or permission of the instructor. 



 
 
 

ENGL 208 (1 Unit) 
PROFESSIONAL WRITING 
 
GLENN DEUTSCH (M W 2:15-4:05 PM) 
 

Professional writers help organizations solve problems and achieve goals with print, digital, and multimedia communications. 
Their projects typically require research and interaction with a variety of internal and external publics as well as writing and pro-
duction. This course aims to equip students with the skills they’ll need to write effectively in number of professional settings, 
both for-profit and not-for-profit. They will learn, among other things, to recognize and work within appropriate genres (memos, 
letters, grant applications, etc.), craft documents for specific audiences, and identify and make effective use of relevant infor-
mation. Prerequisite:  Sophomore standing or above and one of the following: completion of English 101 or 101H with a grade 
of 2.0 or better, recommendation of student's instructor in English 100, placement during SOAR or advanced placement in 
English.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
ENGL 223 (1 Unit) 
INTRODUCTION TO WRITING CREATIVE NONFICTION 
  
DANIT BROWN (M W F 1:00-2:05 PM) 
 

An exploration of a range of creative nonfiction forms, including memoir, the personal essay, the lyric essay, and the braided 
essay. As we investigate content, structure, and craft elements of this genre, we will also address the ways in which this “fourth 
genre” differs from journalistic writing and the ways in which it employs fiction-writing techniques. You will be asked to write 
three creative nonfiction pieces and, if class size permits, two or three micro-nonfiction pieces; you will also be asked to do 
some substantial revision. In addition, you will read a selection of contemporary creative nonfiction as well as essays on craft, 
and to look for ways in which these texts can inspire and inform your own composition. Prerequisite: English 101. This course 
counts for the Artistic Creation and Analysis Mode.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
ENGL 255 (1 Unit) 
BRITISH LITERATURE 1660-1900 
 
ASHLEY MILLER (M W F 11:45 AM-12:50 PM) 
 

This course examines British literature during a period of tremendous change and modernization, from the Restoration to the 
end of the Victorian era. We’ll read a wide variety of literary genres, including poems, short stories, essays, journals, biog-
raphies, and novels. Along the way we’ll meet visionaries and mad scientists, abolitionists and feminists, dandies and detec-
tives. This class will equip you with a capacious vocabulary for analyzing literature and will prepare you to think and write criti-
cally about the texts you read. English 255 meets a survey requirement for both the major and the minor and satisfies the Tex-
tual Analysis mode.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
ENGL 309 (1/2 unit); ENGL 310 (1 Unit); Auditing Permitted 
MULTIMEDIA  EDITING I 
  
GLENN DEUTSCH (W 7:00-10:00 PM) 
  

Supervised experience in reporting, writing, producing, and/or editing for The Pleiad, the award-winning campus news 
source. Weekly analysis and discussion. Members who are staff writers receive individualized feedback on their reporting 
and writing activities; those working as staff editors receive individualized feedback on their writing-reporting or managerial 
activities (e.g., planning; assignment editing; editing for content and style; copyediting). Prerequisites: English 207, 308, or 
permission of instructor. 

  
 
 
 
ENGL 321 (1 Unit)  
ADVANCED CREATIVE WRITING—POETRY 
 
HELENA MESA   (M W 2:15-4:05 PM) 
  

In this workshop, students will continue the study and practice of writing poetry, with special emphasis on both traditional and 
nontraditional form. Students will learn various poetic devices and acquire a poetic language with which to discuss and critique 
poetry. The course requires weekly submissions of poems (some based on assignments), weekly critiques of fellow poets’ 
work, extensive reading in and about contemporary poetry, and a final portfolio of significantly revised work. Prerequisite:  Eng-
lish 205 or permission of instructor. This course counts for the Artistic Creation and Analysis Mode. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
ENGL 337 (1 Unit) 
VICTORIAN SEXUALITIES 
 
ASHLEY MILLER (M W 2:15-4:05 PM) 
 

This course examines constructions of gender and sexuality in the Victorian age. What does it mean to be “masculine” or 
“feminine”? How are masculinity and femininity imagined to interact? And what do we make of forms of desire that don’t fit into 
those categories? Pairing Victorian novels and poems with cultural writings on gender and sex, we’ll explore the history of 
courtship and marriage; feminist and queer challenges to the marriage plot; imperial desire and violence; and unwholesome 
creatures of the night, from “fallen women” to vampires. In doing so we will develop our ability to analyze gender and sexuality 
as cultural constructs. Gender Studies credit is being applied for. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
ENGL 342 (1 Unit) 
MODERN POETRY 
  
MARY COLLAR (T R 10:30 AM-12:20 PM) 
  
  

This course explores the obsession with voice from the second decade of the 20
th

 Century until now.  If you have ever been 
asked to talk about the poem's "I" as the poem's "speaker," you have experienced a strong residual effect of an argument 
developed by T. S. Eliot in the period of High Modernism. But even then as now, accomplished poets have disagreed with 
Eliot's impersonal theory.  We shall examine individual poems, sequences, a few collections, and some essays (by the poets 
themselves) for the arguments and tensions among the issues surrounding voice, including authenticity, witness, authority, 
and identity with special emphasis on the “I” and nation, and the “I” and ethnicity.  Likely included are T. S. Eliot, William But-
ler Yeats, William Carlos Williams, Langston Hughes, Gwendolyn Brooks, W. H. Auden, Elizabeth Bishop, Joy Harjo, Sher-
man Alexie, Seamus Heaney, Eavan Boland, Jorie Graham, Claudia Rankine, Elizabeth Alexander, and Yolanda Wisher.  
Ethnicity credit is being applied for.   



 

 
 
 
ENGL 350 (1 Unit) 
THE AMERICAN NOVEL 
  
JUDY LOCKYER (T R 2:15-4:05 PM) 
  

For over 200 years the idea of “The Great American Novel” has been evoked whenever someone has wanted to praise a par-
ticular novel or to challenge novelists to write the book whose subject was all and everything distinctly American. The very idea 
that such a book can be written is quintessentially American, as we will see in Herman Melville’s Moby Dick and in William 
Faulkner’s Absalom, Absalom! Written nearly 100 years apart, the novels are innovative and encyclopedic. Each novel follow-
ing the two moves through the latter half of the 20

th
 century, including Art Spiegleman’s graphic novel Maus I & II, Toni Morri-

son’s Beloved, Flannery O’Connor’s Wise Blood, and Barbara Kingsolver’s Flight Behavior (2012). This course counts for the 
Historical and Cultural Analysis Mode requirement. 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
      English Department Faculty  

 
  Ian MacInnes, Chair  Vulgamore 311  Ext. 0259   

Danit Brown  Vulgamore 413  Ext. 0438 
  Nels Christensen  Vulgamore 411  Ext. 0349    

Mary Collar  Vulgamore 414  Ext. 0334 
  Glenn Deutsch Vulgamore 317 Ext. 0342    

Scott Hendrix  Writing Center  Ext. 0828 
Judy Lockyer  Vulgamore 412  Ext. 0339 
Helena Mesa  Vulgamore 402  Ext. 0340 

Ashley Miller Vulgamore   
Jessica Roberts  Vulgamore 405  Ext. 0463 

 
Follow the English Department at: 

 
www.albion.edu/English 

http://campus.albion.edu/english/ 
www.facebook.com/AlbionEnglishDepartment 

http://twitter.com/AlbionEnglish 


