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In  the  a f te rmath  o f  l a s t
week’s tragedy, Albion students
have pulled together in several
ways to allow the healing process
to begin.

On September 11, there was a
town hall meeting to discuss the
tragedy, where students had an
opportunity to discuss and share
their thoughts and opinions.  The
following day, there was a panel
sponsored by the Ford Institute
for Public Service with perspec-
tives from student and faculty
alike to share different viewpoints
on the tragedy.

A memorial service held on
Thursday in Goodrich Chapel was
a way for students to grieve and
listen to both meditations as well
as the Faure Requiem performed
by the college choir and orches-
tra.  Friday night was marked by

a community candlelight vigil in
Victory Park.

Albion students have proven
themselves to be willing to do-
nate their time, money, and blood
to help the victims of this trag-
edy. Last Thursday’s blood drive
was a definite success, having a
four-hour wait at some points
during the day.

A table was set up in the
Kellogg Center this week to col-
lect donations for the New York
City United Way’s Sept. 11 fund.
For those who wish to donate to
the Red Cross, they can do so
onl ine  a t  a  secure  s i t e :
w w w. r e d c r o s s . o r g / d o n a t e /
donate.html.

“While we tried to attend to
the needs of our campus commu-
nity throughout last week, we
need to focus more attention on
helping those beyond Albion Col-
lege,” said President Peter T.
Mitchell in a statement Monday.

Campus promptly responds in the face of adversity
Jimmy Burt
Staff Writer

Above:  Candlelight vigils were held across the nation
on Friday, September 14 as President Bush an-
nounced a national day of Prayer and Rememberance
for the victims of terrorist attacks on the nation in New
York City, Washington, D.C. and rural Pennsylvania.

The World Trade Center was
bombed Tuesday morning.  By late Tues-
day night, at least two students had com-
plained of ethnic discrimination, accord-
ing to Diane Ariza, assistant dean of
Multi-Cultural Affairs.  “By Friday, six,
or even seven students had experienced
some form of ethnic discrimination,”
Ariza stated as she leaned back in her
chair, eyes slightly closed, counting each
individual case on her fingers, in a most
disturbing way.

At a discussion panel Tuesday night
a faculty member decided to ask the
panel to please clarify, ‘Why is it we see
the Palestinians laughing, practically
celebrating this situation?”  Though the
question was merely meant to evoke
thought, and perhaps offer perspective,
it was misunderstood.  Within the hour, a
Middle-Eastern student received a dis-
criminating phone call containing words
not even worth repeating.

“Direct assumptions. Direct attacks
on some of our students, and that,” Ariza
said, “was only Tuesday.” As the week
continued, the media continued to point
fingers.  By Friday, you could hardly turn
on the television with out hearing the
name Bin Laden, a man of the Middle
East  who claims the Islamic faith.  It is
still not certain that Bin Laden is respon-
sible, nor is it certain that a citizen of a
Middle Eastern country carried out the
attack on America.  However, the FBI
and CIA continue to see Bin Laden as
the most prominent suspect.  Media in-
fluences heightened the tension on
Albion’s campus as well as colleges
worldwide in discriminating against
those who appear to be of Middle East-

ern decent.
“It is not just those students who

might be seen as of Middle Eastern de-
scent, people with Middle Eastern traits
are being thrown into that,” Ariza said.
Arabic students, as well as non-Arabic
students and many of the college’s in-
ternational students, experienced dis-
comfort throughout the week.

 As the incidents continued, the ad-
ministration became very concerned.
“Not only was the fear level heightened,
but there was eminent need to protect,”
Ariza said.  “The administration has
been extremely supportive of us. They
offered us places to stay, they sent out
personal e-mails, I even received sup-
porting phone calls,” said Rany
Aburashed, West Bloomfield senior and
executive board member of the Mus-
lim Student Network.  “ I am extremely
proud of how the administration handled
this.”

Dean of Students Sally Walker
said, “In situations like this you do as
much as you can do.  Things like, one

student reported in the open forum of
voicemail harassment, all you can do is
get with it and stay with it.  You need to
open up as many lines of communica-
tion as possible.”

Though none of the students offi-
cially reported harassment to campus
safety, Director of Campus Safety Ken
Snyder said, “Anybody can say just
about anything and it is not a crime un-
less it is directed at somebody in particu-
lar and a threat is attached.  Michigan
has an Ethnic Intimidation Law, which
makes any crime of racial, ethnic, or
gender slur a hate crime. This is a felony
offense.  Albion College’s hand book
also states in its Diversity Statement that
“Albion College condemns all forms of
discrimination and harassment, while
reaffirming our commitment to aca-
demic free speech.”  Had the students
who experienced discrimination offi-
cially reported it to Campus Safety, both
the police and the college judicial board
would be immediately involved.

After hearing about Tuesday’s at-
tack, Aburashed reacted the same way
everyone did, he was upset, he was an-
gered, and he was shocked.  “I was bal-
ancing a mix of emotions,” he said.  “I
was dealing with it as an American, but
I was also dealing with it as a Muslim-
American.  I thought about the reper-
cussions it would cause to my heritage.
I just felt like this was going to be a di-
saster for the world. I was absolutely,
utterly shocked,” he said.

Though, Aburashed himself did not
experience discrimination, family mem-
bers did.  He spoke of the roller coaster
of emotions he went though dealing with
this situation.  “There was one point
when I did not feel like an American,”
he said.  “But now, I have never been
prouder in my life to be American, be-
cause of the way people are reacting,
and because of the way we are not be-
ing ignorant.”

 “The Muslim faith in no way con-
dones any form of physical action in in-
nocent lives.  In fact, the Islamic religion
has some of the strictest humanitarian
rules of engagement,” said Aburashed
to clarify any misconceptions.

The Islamic faith has five main guid-
ing tenants: 1.) They are expected to
pray five times a day as a constant re-
minder to thank God, or in Arabic, Ala,
for the good things in life. 2.) If physi-
cally and financially possible they are
expected to make a pilgrimage to
Mecca for the sole purpose of bringing
them to a heightened sense of spiritual-
ity.  3.) They are to give to the poor.

Muslim students face discrimination

“For it is in extending our selves
in love and friendship that we
strengthen the bonds that unite this

campus, our nation, and our
world.”

Artwork Courtesy of Johanna Gorham

Beth Walton
Features Editor

see
‘Discrimiination’ p. 6
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I leave every morning around 9 a.m.
for work. On the morning of Sept. 11, I
noticed a small group of people looking
at the sky. I looked up to see a fireball
consuming the World Trade Center
where the second plane had just hit.
Even though I knew this would be a
tragic event in history, I ran back to get
my camera.

I took my normal train to work,
which is also the same train that goes to
the World Trade Center. I only made it
halfway before we were ordered off the
train because it couldn’t go any further.

Making my way back up to the
streets, a huge crowd was gathered
around a car with the radio broadcasting
the latest news reports. This was the first
I heard about terrorist attacks. When I
saw it happen, I thought, what an awful
accident, the thought of terrorism was

Albion College’s link to attack on America
Heidi Schurman
Contributing Writer

too absurd to even think about.
I continued walking to work when a

man came running down the street
screaming, “Oh sh- -, sh- -, no.”  .I as-
sumed he had family who worked at the
WTC.

Then there was a group of sobbing
people walking away from the WTC.
They were crying so much that I thought
something else awful must have hap-
pened. The first tower had fallen.

I then decided that work was out of
the question for the day and tried to get
as close as I could to the WTC. I got to
within 10 blocks, then stopped to watch.

The people in front of me began to
argue. An older man commented that
we need to “Bomb the hell out of who-
ever did this.” The younger man said,
“When are we going to realize that
peace is the only thing that will work for
everyone.” They continued in this vain
until one walked away.

The woman next to me was franti-
cally dialing her cell phone, but could

reach no one.
Then a body went soaring out of the

second tower flipping over and over un-
til it was out of sight. The difference be-
tween falling debris and falling bodies is

that debris kind of drifts straight down
the building; bodies roll over and over
moving farther and farther away from
the building.

The fire continued to spread. I could
see it move from one office to the next.
It lit up the offices like an overhead light
in the dark. The fire spread to the last
office, weakening the sides until it too
collapsed.

The reactions when it came down
were very different: some cheered and
clapped, some whistled, some honked
horns, other cried, screamed and fell to
the sidewalk in a hysterical fit. Strang-
ers hugged other strangers. Civilians
cried to policemen. A normally faceless
city was showing its emotional side in
the face of disaster.

Everyone was confused. No one
knew what to do or where to go. People
tried using their cell phones, but there
were no signals. The WTC had the an-
tennae that supplied most of lower Man-
hattan with its signal. There were lines

longer than I have ever seen at pay phone
booths.

All public transportation was shut
down and the streets were cleared. I
began walking the 40 blocks back home
and taking in the sights of mourning New
Yorkers. Lines had already formed for
donating blood. Stores were closed and
friends were calling me to make sure I
was okay. The city had an eerie feeling
everywhere.

Here at the GLCA house, students
don’t know whether to go home, leave
the city or to wait it out. None of us have
worked since Tuesday and don’t expect
to work until next week.

Today, Thursday, things are starting
to return to normal. The streets are
packed, cars are honking at everyone,
people are shopping again, but there are
the constant sirens and smoke that serve
as reminders of what has happened.

All of the Albion students are safe
and would like to thank everyone for
showing so much concern and love.

Above:  A flag flown at half-mast signifies
Albion College’s deep sympathy for those
who have lost their lives.

“It is impossible to absorb
this.  From my office,  I see
smoke billowing in the sky
from the WTC - now gone. 
Unthinkable.  Al l  those
people.”

-Carolyn Aishton, ‘64

“The city is still sorting out what has happened and how to
recover.  Business is hampered for many reasons, but we are
all working hard to bring the markets to stability.  Many of our
competitor banks and colleagues had downtown offices and
are unable to work.  Several co-workers are deeply affected. 
I continue to receive phone calls from people looking for loved
ones.  I have heard horrible stories and so many ‘what-if’s’. 
Hoboken is mostly deserted as many people who lived there
either worked or knew people who worked in the WTC.
All of our lives have changed, but there is a great sense of
hope and resilience in the city.  I have found New Yorkers to
be very tough and incredibly brave people.  The compassion
and sense of unity, that we will all get through this together,
gives me courage.”

-Sarah Catron, ’00

The Day So Many Died . . .
 
The words could not come
No matter how I tried
To explain that awful day
The day so many died.
 
The heart of a glorious city
A people full of pride
The senseless act enrages
A nation wonders “Why?”
 
They come to help the wounded
But their grief they cannot hide
At the sight of innocence lost
They bow their heads and cry.
 
Too young to leave this world
Their images flash worldwide
Now they rest in peace
Forever in our minds.
 
To the people of this tragedy
May God be by your side
To ease your pain and suffering
Let courage be your guide.
 
Time will slowly heal
Long after the tears have dried
But we must never forget that fateful day
The day so many died.
    - Ron
        (adapted by Sarianna Metso)

“I tried to walk down to help out with search and rescue but was diverted to a local trauma
center where I joined many others in providing food and clothing to the firefighters involved in
the rescue. Many construction workers came from all over to help the recover efforts. One guy
rode his motorcycle 13 hours to get here. A fire company from Toronto was also on hand. One
stark reminder of the risk involved even for the volunteers, the city had all search and rescue
workers write their name and number on their forearms in case they should get killed while
working. Even the trauma center looked like a MASH unit, with over 50 beds ready for victims.
This room barely got used as most people where dead on arrival.”

-Carolyn Aishton, ’64

“I must say this has made me
look at things a lot
differently, and I think I can
say that for everyone here
in NYC and everywhere in
this country.”

- Ian Kesler, ’99

“I’m in Washington right now
and running things from
here.  For a populat ion
unused to the horrors of war,
this is an incredible baptism.
Keep the faith.”

- Richard M. Smith,’68,
Albion College Trustee
Newseek Editor-in chief

“As of now, there is no
contingency plan on
procedure for further crises
or evacuations.  I t ’s
amazing that, in the nation’s
capital, we don’t have the
necessary securi ty
measures to protect the city,
our country and i ts
landmarks. As I  s i t  at  my
desk in H-307 in the U.S.
Capitol, I ’m concerned for
our safety.  I often think to
myself :  ‘When wi l l  be
evacuated again?’ ‘Be
prepared for anything’ ‘Why
am I here?’ ‘Am I crazy for
coming to work?’”

- Matthew Wright ’00

“All of Manhattan was watching, standing still on the sidewalks and edges of the streets.  I
turned to walk the rest of the way home and got a few paces when people screamed.  I ran
back and the North tower was gone, and there was nothing but smoke.  It looked like a
volcanoe had errupted at the end of Manhattan.  People around me were in shock some
crying.”

-  Anna Krecik, ’02

“My eyes tear up every
t ime I  hear on the news
about individuals around
the US lining up to donate
blood or funds to aid those
involved in this tragedy.”

-Eric Hildenbrand,’93

Above:  Heidi Schurman,
Milford senior, is studying
off-campus this semester in
the New York Arts program.
She recalls the tragic events
of Tuesday, September 11 as
what seemed to be a
routine day of work proved
to be so much more.

 Hitting Close to Home: Albion reactions from New York

Photo by Amy Lewis

Photo by Kerri Lau
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  “I understood where Presi-
dent Mitchell was coming
from.  I don’t think it was
taken very seriously.”

-Alexis Snyder, Coldwater
sophomore

 “I understand the reason-
ing, but there’s no way it
could have been enforced.”

-Jason Carpenter, Milan
junior

 “I thought it was a good
idea.  It was respectful and
carried a lot of meaning.”

-Heather Holleman,
Ortonville freshman

 “I thought it was a valiant
effort.  I myself didn’t
drink, but it didn’t deter a
lot of people.”

-Ian Brendice, Marshall
freshman
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Nine One One.
What is to be done?
1.  Follow the Money.
Modern terrorism is expensive.  The United

States should go to bankers  around the world and
tell them that if they hold terrorist money they will
be regarded  as accomplices in terrorism.  It will
not be easy to trace the laundered money terror-
ists and their state supporters possess, but this
must be a major component of any campaign
against terrorism.

2.  Hearken Unto Israel.
The greatest danger in America’s fight against

terrorism is the temptation to use our air forces to
bomb population centers that may harbor terror-
ists, their official backers or their support infra-
structure.  Beginning with the Second World War,
America developed strategic air power as a means
of destroying an enemy’s economic ability to wage
war.  Unfortunately, this weapon killed and in-
jured hundreds of thousands of civilians.  Since
then, in Korea, Vietnam, Iraq, and Yugoslavia,
the United States employed air strikes that also
cost large numbers of civilian lives. It is immoral
as well as impractical for the United States to
combat terrorism by means that place innocent
men, women, and children directly in harm’s way.
Failing court trials, far better to adopt the Israeli
policy of targeting individual terrorists for assas-
sination.  This is evil, but it is a lesser evil.  Al-

though it will take more time, it will ultimately be
more effective in laming, punishing, and discour-
aging terrorism.

3.  People Over Power.
As the most powerful and wealthy nation in

the history of the world, the United States has a
unique responsibility and opportunity to help ad-
dress fundamental issues of injustice and inequal-
ity in the world.  This will do far more to diminish
support for extremists and terrorists than any mili-
tary campaign.

4.  Public Safety, Not Private Profit.
Airline security in particular should not be

left to the private sector.  The public sector should
use progressive tax monies to provide security
everywhere necessary as a service to all Ameri-
cans.

Dr. Geoffrey Cocks-history dept.

Following are excerpts from an email forward that has circulated several times since Sept. 11:
By Leonard Pitts of the Miami Herald
...
Let me tell you about my people. We are a vast and quarrelsome family, a family rent by racial, social,

political and class division, but a family nonetheless. We’re frivolous, yes, capable of expending tremen-
dous emotional energy on pop cultural minutiae ... We’re wealthy, too, ... and maybe because of that, we
walk through life with a certain sense of blithe entitlement. We are fundamentally decent, though – peace-
loving and compassionate. We struggle to know the right thing and to do it. And we are, the overwhelming
majority of us, people of faith, believers in a just and loving God. Some people — you [the terrorists],
perhaps — think that any or all of this makes us weak. You’re mistaken. We are not weak. Indeed, we are
strong in ways that cannot be measured by arsenals.  Both in terms of the awful scope of their ambition and
the probable final death toll, your attacks are likely to go down as the worst acts of terrorism in the history
of the United States and, probably, the history of the world. You’ve bloodied us as we have never been
bloodied before. But there’s a gulf of difference between making us bloody and making us fall. This is the
lesson Japan was taught to its bitter sorrow the last time anyone hit us this hard, the last time anyone
brought us such abrupt and monumental pain. When roused, we are righteous in our outrage, terrible in
our force. When provoked by this level of barbarism, we will bear any suffering, pay any cost, go to any
length, in the pursuit of justice. I tell you this without fear of contradiction. I know my people, as you, I think,
do not. What I know reassures me. It also causes me to tremble with dread of the future. In the days to
come, there will be recrimination and accusation, fingers pointing to determine whose failure allowed this
to happen and what can be done to prevent it from happening again. There will be heightened security,
misguided talk of revoking basic freedoms. We’ll go forward from this moment sobered, chastened, sad.
But determined, too. Unimaginably determined.  As Americans we will weep, as Americans we will
mourn, and as Americans, we will rise in defense of all that we cherish. So I ask again: What was it you
hoped to teach us? It occurs to me that maybe you just wanted us to know the depths of your hatred. If that’s
the case, consider the message received. And take this message in exchange: You don’t know my people.
You don’t know what we’re capable of. You don’t know what you just started. But you’re about to learn.

We were not uplifted, encouraged or inspired by this forward or the comments that came with it. We
were frightened. Among comments that came with the email was, “Hell yeah, let’s kick their ass!” Let’s
hope that we don’t retaliate against whomever did this in the same way that we retaliated against Japan.
Nuclear weapons are not the answer.  They weren’t in World War II and they aren’t now.  Killing others
will not right or justify the deaths of the Americans killed in the terrorist attack.  War is not the answer,
especially now, when, with our biological and nuclear technology, we could destroy the world in less than
a day.  Our goal should not be to “teach someone a lesson.”  We should find out why we were the target
of attack.  Maybe there are steps that we can take to prevent this type of action in the future.  We should
find out who did this to us, but we should not do to them what they did to us.  We should be the better people.

Last weekend’s alcohol ban-what did you think?

Note: An unsigned “as we see it” represents
a majority consensus of the editorial staff

We love you Paul!  Sorry.


