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I
COMMITTEE ANNOUNCEMENTS

From Course Change Committee:

The Course Change Committee has approved the following:

Course title change:

PLSC  351     from
Contemporary Political Ideologies

                     to 
Modern Political Thought

An examination of important modern ideas in political thought, including liberalism, democracy, republicanism, socialism and feminism.  The work of thinkers of enduring significance, such as Locke, Rousseau, Marx, and Arendt will be emphasized.  (1 unit, Perusek)

RS 242       Christian Ethics

1 unit
Fall
Mourad

An introduction to the foundations and applications of Christian theological ethics.  Investigates Christian perspectives on moral issues such as sex and marriage, medical ethics, and social justice.

Course Change Committee has approved the following changes to the English Department major and minor requirements, changes necessitated by the State Department of Education review of Albion College’s teacher education program:

Under Requirements for Minor in English add  Engl 151 to the list of choices of survey courses:

Five units in English, including: 203, plus two from 151, 235, 255, 258, 261 . . .

Under Requirements for Minor in Journalism add 308, 309, 310, 311, 312 to the list of course choices:

Five units, including: English 207, 308, 309, 310, 311, 312, plus one unit of internship . . .

Change the English major for students in the Elementary Teaching Program:

Eight units to include:  Any three of the following survey courses:  English 253, 255, 257, 258, and 261.

Requirements for Major or Minor:   Three 300 level courses, all of which must be literature courses

With Education Certification
Elementary Major --
2 electives from any 200 or 300 level writing or literature course (except 203 and 348 which are required of all education majors)

Secondary Major --
Major course requirement same as English major, except that English 348 must be included in the four 300-level courses.

Secondary Minor-- Five units of English, including two units from 151, 253, 255, 257, 258, 261.

*      *      *

Course Change Committee has approved the following changes to the Geology Department’s curricular offerings:

Changes to the MINOR IN GEOLOGY (EARTH SCIENCE) FOR SECONDARY EDUCATION are as follows:

1. A change from five to six units.

2. Change the name back to Earth Science rather than Geology.

3. In addition to G101 and G103, it is required that G104 (Resources) and G115 (Oceans and Atmospheres) be taken.

4. Physics 105 (Astronomy) must be completed as an Elective.

Justification--  The State now requires that Astronomy, Resources, Oceanography, and Atmospheric Science be part of Secondary Earth Science Teacher Education.  In order to cover these topics and the required geology topics, students must elect the four 100-level courses listed above.  In order to allow students to elect more than one upper-division course, the Department has expanded the minor to six units.  Under the old minor, candidates were allowed to “trade” 104 and 115 for an upper division course, so the change is relatively minor.  The Department also would like to change the name back to “Earth Science” since it is for education candidates only and bears little resemblance to a true “geology” program.

The changes to the MAJOR IN EARTH SCIENCE FOR ELEMENTARY OR SECONDARY EDUCATION are as follows:

1.   A change from eight to nine units.

2.
In addition to G101 and G103, it is required that G104 (Resources) and G115 (Oceans and 

Atmospheres) be taken.

Justification--  As above.  In order to allow our students to elect more than four upper-division courses, the Department would like to expand the major to nine units.  Under the old Earth Science for Education major, Geology 104 or 115 could be counted for the major.  The regular MAJOR IN EARTH SCIENCE is not changed.

The changes to the MAJOR IN GEOLOGY FOR ELEMENTARY OR SECONDARY EDUCATION are as follows:

1.   Physics 105 (Astronomy) must be completed as a cognate course.

2. In addition to G101 and G103, it is now required that G104 (Resources) and G115 (Oceans and Atmospheres) be taken as electives outside the major.

Justification--  As above.  In order to allow students wishing to complete a major in GEOLOGY and still qualify for teacher certification in Earth Science, it will require that they take Physics 105 as a cognate (rather than suggest they do so), and require that they take Geology 104 and 115 as pure electives outside the major under the existing requirement that they “complete all other requirements for certification…”   These students, should they decide not to become teachers, would have adequate training to pursue careers or graduate study in geology.

*     *     *

From Curriculum & Resources Committee:

CRC has approved Philosophy 206, Contemporary Moral Problems, for the Textual Analysis Mode.  The catalog description follows:

206 Contemporary Moral Problems (1) Spring

An introduction to a broad range of philosophical subjects and methodologies through an examination and analysis of contemporary moral problems—e.g., abortion, euthanasia, genetic engineering, sexual morality, gender and racial discrimination, corporate crime, pornography and censorship, the death penalty, ecology, world hunger, etc. (Madhok)

*     *     *
From Faculty Development Committee:
The Faculty Development Committee has approved the following Small Grants:

David Green (Chemistry) for analytical chemistry research.

Michael Meloth (Education) for the development of a library of digitized classroom events from area schools.

Marcy Sacks (History) for the acquisition and scanning of Currier & Ives "Darktown Comics" lithographs.

Bruce Weaver (Speech Communication) for attendance at Conference on Communication and the Environment.

II
ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM ACADEMIC AFFAIRS OFFICE
The University of Dayton announces a Chautauqua short course entitled Changing Science Courses to Promote Critical Thinking to be held in Orlando, Florida, on March 24-26, 2003.  Two other Chautaqua short courses of possible interest to faculty will be held on the University of Dayton campus:  Evolution Education: A Delicate Balance Between Science, Controversy and Pedagogy (April 30-May 2, 2003); Increasing the Retention of Under-Represented Groups--And the Learning of All Groups--in Science, Mathematics, Engineering and Technology Courses 

(May 28-30, 2003).  Information on the above courses is available from Dr. George Miner, University of Dayton (miner@udayton.edu).

The Virginia Tidewater Consortium for Higher Education announces the 25th Annual Summer Institute on College Teaching, to be held on June 8-13, 2003, at the College of William and Mary. The Institute focuses on allowing faculty members the opportunity to discuss college teaching and learning in-depth with their colleagues in a non-threatening, pleasant environment.  More information is available at www.vtc.odu.edu.

The Institute for Experiential Learning and the American Association of Colleges and Universities announce the Faculty Fellows Internship Program which provides internship experience in Washington, D.C., for one semester for faculty members wishing to use this opportunity to engage and utilize their skills and knowledge in a setting that complements their disciplines.  Application deadlines are March 30 and July 31.  More information is available at http://www.ielnet.org. 
Michigan Campus Compact has announced its 26th Venture Grant Cycle Request for Proposals.  Venture Grants are financial awards up to $2,500 available to individuals or groups on MCC campuses to develop or expand community service programs, service-learning opportunities, and/or civic engagement activities.   Applications are due on March 21, 2003.  Additional information can be found at www.micampuscompact.org.

III
SCHOLARLY AND PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Maureen Balke (Music) judged high school vocal solos all day Saturday, January 25, and Saturday,  February 8, for the Michigan School Vocal Music Association District 11 and 12 Festivals, held at Vicksburg High School and at Eastern Michigan University respectively.  On March 15 she is the invited adjudicator at the Kalamazoo Bach Festival auditions.

Mark Bollman (Mathematics and Computer Science) presented a paper, "Catalan Numbers In The Fibonacci Sequence" at the Joint Mathematics Meetings in Baltimore, MD, on January 17.  Mark has also been appointed as a consultant to the Michigan Department of Education, where he is responsible for reviewing teacher education programs in mathematics and computer science from Michigan colleges and universities.

In January, Liz Brumfiel (Anthropology/Sociology) gave a talk, "It's a Material World:  History, Artifacts, and Anthropology," at the Dept. of Anthropology, Northwestern University.  This talk will be published as a chapter in Annual Review of Anthropology, 2003.  In February, Liz gave a talk, "Meaning by Design:  Ceramics, Feasts, and Figured Worlds in Postclassic Mexico," at the Dept of Anthropology and Latin American Studies Center, Michigan State University.  This talk will be published as a chapter in Mesoamerica, edited by Rosemary Joyce and Julia Hendon, London:  Blackwell, 2003.

Drew Christopher (Psychology), in collaboration with Emily Dobbins (Albion College Class of 03), Dr. Pam Marek (Anderson College), and Jason Jones (University of Delaware Ph.D. program in social psychology) presented a poster entitled "Three Decades of Social Psychology: A Longitudinal Analysis of Baron and Byrne's Textbook" at the National Institute on the Teaching of Psychology in St. Petersburg Beach, FL, last month.  In addition, these presenters have had the manuscript version of this presentation accepted for publication in Teaching of Psychology.

Texas Studies in Language and Literature will publish Charles Crupi's (English) article "Reading Nascent Capitalism in Thomas Heywood's If You Know Not Me, You Know Nobody."  

Jim Diedrick's (English) "'My love is a force that will force you to care'": Subversive Sexuality in Mathilde Blind's Dramatic Monologues" is the lead essay in the Winter 2002 issue of the peer-reviewed journal Victorian Poetry.  To read the essay online via the Albion College Library Project Muse gateway, go to: http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/vp/toc/vp40.4.html. 
Jim has also become a member of the manuscript review panel for the University of Wisconsin Press. He has evaluated two manuscripts in the last year: one on Kingsley and Martin Amis, one on George Eliot.

Andrew French (Chemistry) presented a talk, as part of an interdisciplinary evening of science, music, dance, poetry, art, and theatrical performances by Williamsville East High School students, in Amherst, New York.  An invited presentation, French provided the topic for the evening in October, Symmetry and Asymmetry, around which the performances were based.  Students and their teachers worked for three months creating, and finding, expressions of symmetry and asymmetry in their discipline.  French's talk, " Looking Through the Twisted Mirror; an Evening of Symmetry and Asymmetry" helped tie the performances together.  A collection of art was created, and hung in the Auditorium, based on the Fibonacci Series and their representations in animal and plant life.  "Table Top" a symmetrical piece of music by Mozart, in which a single sheet of music serves two musicians as they read and play facing each other, each looking at the same sheet of music from opposite ends, was performed, as well as two interpretive dances based on original poetry, and a performance art piece of T.S. Elliot's "The Hollow Men". French's talk was more scientific in nature, and brought to light these symmetry and asymmetric issues in Chemistry, Biology, Physics, Mathematics, Anthropology, Neurobiology and Psychology.

Tom Johnson (Physical Education) has been invited to be a reviewer of Principles and Methods of Adapted Physical Education and Recreation for McGraw Hill.  

Darren Mason (Mathematics & Computer Science) collaborated with T. R. Bieler, M. A. Crimp, and B. C. Ng on the paper "Deformation Transfer at Gamma-Gamma Boundaries in TiAl: Experimental Characterization and Modeling" which was presented at the Air Force Office of Scientific Research U.S.- Korea Workshop: Advances in Metallic Structures, January 21-23, 2003, Kihei, Maui, HI. 

An article by Anne McCauley (FURSCA Director) and Jennifer Cook (FURSCA Coordinator) entitled, "Summer Research at Albion College:  The Impact of the Foundation for Undergraduate Research, Scholarship, and Creative Activity," was accepted for publication in the March 2003 issue of the Council on Undergraduate Research (CUR) Quarterly, a national publication devoted to undergraduate research.

Michael Meloth (Education) co-presented a paper, “Teaching our P-12 Candidates to ‘Bring Each Child Along’ by Becoming Proficient Technology Users”, at the annual meeting of the Association of Independent Liberal Arts Colleges for Teacher Education.  This paper was part of a grant received by five GLCA members:  Albion College, Dennison University, DePauw University, Hope College, and Wabash College.

Zulema Moret (Foreign Languages)  gave a talk on February 19th at Hope College on her recent research "Escombros: Artists of what it rests."  She will read her paper "Nuevas posiciones en el cine independiente argentino" (New positions in the independent Argentine young cinema) at the "Cine-Lit V" meeting in Portland, Oregon, on February 26th.   Twenty texts of "Aguafuertes nord-americanas" were published in a CD-ROM by the Research Group "Modernity, Feminism and Psychoalisis" together with their recent researches on Lacan, Feminism and Postmodernity.  Finally, Zulema’s new poetry book Cazadora de suenos (Dream Catcher) will be published next April in Madrid by Torremozas Press and will be presented next May in Vienna (Austria) in the II Latin American Poetry Meeting.

Selva Raj's (Religious Studies) manuscript titled "Dealing with Deities: Ritual Vow in South Asia" and co-edited with William Harman has been accepted for publication by the State University of New York (SUNY) Press. 
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