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ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR THE NEXT DEANERY ARE DUE JANUARY 14, 2005.

I
COMMITTTEE ANNOUNCEMENTS:
From Curriculum & Resources Committee:

C&RC approved the following new wording for the Catalog relating to the requirement for students to take English 100:

Students who are placed into English 100 as a result of the placement test must complete the class during their first full semester at Albion.  A student placed into English 100 may drop the course only if the diagnostic testing done the first week of class alters the student’s placement. The course must be taken for a numeric grade.  

#    #    #
The Curriculum & Resources Committee has approved the following proposal from the Physics Department for the College’s Combined-Course Program in Engineering:

 

In the Albion part of this curriculum, students complete a standard curriculum (described below), typically by the end of their junior year, and then transfer to an engineering school.  The engineering school “forward transfers” course credit from Albion College, and Albion “back transfers” a sufficient amount of course credit from the engineering school to meet the 32.0 unit minimum for graduation credit.  Students receive a B.A. degree from Albion and a B.S.E. degree from the engineering school upon successful completion of the engineering curriculum.  Each of the two proposals is discussed below.

Proposal 1.    The course titled “Introduction to Theoretical Physics” (Phy 242) be added to the course sequence for Pre-Engineering for students pursuing combined course degrees in all engineering fields except Chemical Engineering.
Rationale:



Feedback from recent alumni/ae has indicated that this course is highly recommended for preparation for engineering studies and should be a requirement of the program.  This course addresses applied mathematical techniques that are not covered in the Mathematics curriculum at Albion, but commonly are used in engineering and applied science.  Albion has one of the weakest pre-engineering curricula in the GLCA, and this addition will at least ensure that Albion students will have some preparation in applied mathematical techniques prior to transfer.  The College of Engineering at the University of Michigan has reviewed the syllabus and curriculum guide for this course and has granted a course equivalency of four “unrestricted electives” in the particular engineering department in which the student will enroll. 



At present, the curriculum for “non-chemical engineering” students requires four courses in Mathematics (141, 143, 247, 247), three courses in Physics (167, 168, 169), one-and-a-quarter courses in computer science (171, 256), Chemistry 121, English 101, Economics 101, a First Year Seminar, the College’s Core requirement, and additional humanities or social science course(s) at the 300 level.  This addition would increase the number of required Physics courses to four.  



It should be noted that the combined-course program curriculum has always been different for chemical engineering than for all other engineering disciplines.  Preparation for chemical engineering requires the curriculum listed above supplemented by Chemistry 123, 211, and 212.  It is not proposed that Physics 242 be required for preparation in chemical engineering, because time limitations would make it difficult.  Additionally, the chemical engineering curriculum does not require the same level of skill and preparation in applied mathematical techniques for students at the junior level.

#    #    #
CRC also approved a change in the Physics major:


The Physics Department requests that the physics major and minor be changed to permit its introductory electronics course, Physics 245, to be listed as an elective course.  The new text for the major would read (see p 249 of the Albion College Academic Catalog, 2004-05; changes in bold italics with deletions struck):

Requirements for Major

  Eight units in physics including 167, 168, 169, 242, 321, 325, 336 and one course from and one of the following:  245, 308, 322, 345, 380, 384, or 387.

Requirements for Minor

  Five units in physics including 167, 168, 169, 242, and one from  of the following:  245, 308, 321, 322, 325, 336, 345, 384, or 387.

In these descriptions, the language changes shown in bold italic font make the text more consistent with similar text for other majors and minors; these changes are not substantive.

It should be noted that Physics Department received approval last year to change the course number for this course from Phy 345 to Phy 245; this was done to better reflect its place in the pre-requisite structure.  Previously, the course counted for both the physics major and minor, and the changes proposed here reinstate the previous status.  

Course Description:
245
Electronics
(1)

Fall



Prerequisite:  Physics 116 or 168 or permission of instructor.

The use of linear and integrated circuits, discrete devices, amplifiers, power supplies, oscillators and digital logic in experimental design and data acquisition will be considered and applications of measurement instrumentation will be studied.  The LabVIEW programming environment will be used throughout the course, and the main focus will be on the GPIB instrumentation interface.  Lecture and Laboratory.
#    #    #
CRC has approved changes to the Physical Education Secondary Health Minor.  Requirements for a Secondary Health Minor:

Course number and units

Course name


Suggested sequence

PHED 203 
(1/2 unit) 

First Aid & CPR

Fall – Senior

PHED 220
(1/2 unit)

Foundations for

Spring – Sophomore






Health Education

PHED 240
(1/2 unit)

Sport Nutrition

Fall – Sophomore

PHED 280
(1/2 unit)

Contemporary Health

Fall – Sophomore

PHED
301
(1 unit)


Coordinated School

Fall – Sophomore






Health Program






(Prerequisite for PHED 






390, 395, & 303)

PHED 303
(1/2 unit)

Measurement &

Fall – Junior






Evaluation in Health






& Physical Education

PHED 320
(1/2 unit)

Mental Health Skills

Spring – Sophomore

PHED 329
(1 unit)


Sexuality Education

Fall - Junior

PHED 390  
(1/2 unit)

Materials in Secondary
Fall – Senior






Health Education

PLUS

PHED 395
(1 unit)


Secondary Health 

Fall – Senior






Education Models

PHED 310
(1 unit)


Movement, Physical

Spring – Junior






Activity & the Classroom






Teacher

PHED 360
(1 unit)


Special Education in

Fall – Junior or Senior






Physical Education

#    #    #
CRC has approved the following changes in the Anthropology/Sociology requirements for two of its majors:
SECTION I:
Suggested Changes and Rationale

First Change

The current catalog lists the requirements for a major in Sociology as follows:  “eight units including 101, 212, 224 and at least three courses from among the following:  333, 336, 345, 350, 370, 402.  Majors are also required to take Math 109 or 210 (preferably before enrolling in A&S 224).”

We propose to change that description to:  “eight units including 101, 212, 224 and at least three courses at the 300 or 400 level, not including internships.  Majors are also required to take Math 109 or 210 (preferably before enrolling in A&S 224).”
Rationale

The original decision to list those courses that would count for upper division work in sociology reflected a desire to spread students out among the existing faculty, and an intention to emphasize skill development - particularly research skills - in certain classes.  The current staff feels that that decision undervalues some courses in our curriculum, as well as new ones that Scott Melzer intends to propose; that it limits our students’ ability to study abroad; and that it is inconsistent with our current research to

the development of student research skills.  We are currently asking the Registrar to approve numerous exceptions to the major requirements in light of these changes, and this change in the catalog copy would bring that to an end.

Second Change

The current requirements for a joint major in Anthropology and Sociology read in part:  “… construct a learning plan of seven courses, plus a directed study, which reflect your academic goals for the major.  One of these courses must be either A&S 212 or 343.”

We propose to change that description to:  “… construct a learning plan of eight courses that reflects your academic goals for the major.  One of these courses must be either A&S 212 or 343.” 
Rationale

We have found that this requirement for a directed study is cumbersome and that it does not achieve the original goal of integration.  We believe that Anthropology & Sociology combined majors are better served with an additional upper division course in the department rather than the directed study, and we believe that our educational objectives can be better achieved by attentive advising.

SECTION II:
Impact on the Department

These proposals, if accepted, would make our requirements easier to understand and to administer, but would have no impact upon enrollments or staffing, other than to free staff from pressure to take on numerous directed studies.

SECTION III:

The Core

These changes would have no implications for the Core at all.

#    #    #
C&RC has approved the Women’s and Gender Studies Committee’s proposal for two inter-related revisions in its two interdisciplinary minors:  Women’s Studies and Gender Studies.  

First Change and its Rationale:  In the proposed versions, each of the minors will require a minimum number of 300+ courses.  The current versions have no stated expectations regarding the course level.  The WGS Committee believes that there should be a minimum number of upper-level courses in a minor.  Furthermore, the third requirement in the Gender Studies minor will no longer divide courses into two categories, categories that were derived from the Women’s Studies Concentration.

Current Requirements for the Minor in Women’s Studies:

Five units, including:

1) WGS 106, Introduction to Women’s Studies

2) WGS 360 Feminist Theory

3) one historical overview course

4) two from (a list of electives).  Elective courses should be selected in consultation with a women’s and gender studies faculty member and reported to the Women’s and Gender Studies Program director.

Proposed Revision (changes in bold):  

4) two others from the electives listed below, at least one of which must be 300+ level course.   Elective courses should be selected in consultation with a women’s and gender studies faculty member and reported to the Women’s and Gender Studies Program director.

Note:  Before it is offered again, HIST 240 (History of Women in the U.S., 1877-Present) will be recreated as a 300-level course.

Requirements for the Minor in Gender Studies

Five units, including

1) WGS 116, Introduction to Gender Studies

2) One from the following:  WGS 360, A&S 322, 333

3) two from a list of courses, one from another list [a reflection of the Women’s Studies concentration division[

Proposed Revision

3)  Three additional courses from the electives listed below, at least two of which must be 300+.  Elective courses should be selected in consultation with a women’s and gender studies faculty member and reported to the Women’s and Gender Studies Program director.  

The Second Change and its Rationale:  In the existing versions, most of the courses that count in the Women’s Studies minor also count in the Gender Studies minor.  Even though there was a rationale for that overlapping when the minors were in their infant stage, outsiders would not have been able to discern from the listing of courses what distinguished each of the minors from the other.  So the first part of the revision includes the elimination of all overlappings—with the important exception of the theory course (the second-listed requirement in each of the minors).  We believe that Feminist Theory must be an option in both minors:  a)  most of the really good work in gender theory derives from premises under girding feminist theory; b) our teachers of  Feminist Theory include queer theory in the course; c) of the three theoretical options in Gender Studies, Feminist Theory remains the most interdisciplinary, but it seems reasonable to allow the Anthropology and Sociology Gender Courses to count because the courses provide a firm theoretical foundation for an examination of the sex/gender system.  

          The elimination of the overlapping, besides making the minors more distinct from each other, will prevent the almost accidental completion of two minors at once:  we do not want the intro course to be the only difference between a minor in Women’s Studies and one in Gender Studies.  However, a student with an unusual but well-defined curricular plan can persuade the director of the program to make an exception.  We just do not want to design the minors around exceptions. 

Here are the elective courses under the appropriate minors.  A single asterisk before the course indicates that the course was formerly listed under both minors.  A triple asterisk indicates that the course has been added to the program.  

Women’s Studies Electives


ARTH 219, Impressionism:  Precis to Prologue

*ARTH 310, Women and Art

*ARTH 316, Goddesses in Art

*ECON 217, Women in the Economy

*ENGL 243, Women and Literature

*ENGL 338, Eighteenth-Century Culture Shocks

*ENGL 345, Redeeming Eve:  Renaissance Women’s Writing

*FREN 320, French Women Writers and Feminist Criticism

***GERM 402, Charisma, Controversy and Commitment:  The Influential Role 

               of  Women in German Film

***SPAN 350, Women in Hispanic Literature

*HIST 240, History of Women in the U.S., 1877-Present

*HIST 370, Women, Society and Gender in East Asia

*RELG 210, The Feminine in World Religions

*SCI 205, Women and Ethnic Minorities in Science

*THEA 210, Women in American Theatre

*THEA 371, Feminist Theatre

Gender Studies Electives

*A&S 322  The Anthropology of Sex and Gender

*A&S 333   The Sociology of Sex and Gender

***Biology 368, Behavioral Ecology

EDUC 225, Foundations of Education

***ENGL 211, Latina/o Literature

*ENGL 285, Gay and Lesbian Literature

***ENGL 289, The Making of Modern Masculinities

*ENGL 337, Victorian Sexualities

***ENGL 341, Contemporary Literature

ENGL 344, The Age of Elizabeth

ENGL 347, The Age of Satire

ENGL 351, Four American Poets

ENGL 363, Literary Theory

***ENGL 370 Medieval Romance:  The Non-Arthurian Tradition

HIST 377, History of Sports in America

HIST 308, Victorian England

PHED 279 Gender and Sport

* RELG 320, Gender and Biblical Interpretation

Note:  Two Selected Topics courses in Sociology are in the process of being made regular departmental offerings:  A&S 230: Men & Masculinities and A&S 360: Intimate Violence.  When these courses receive that approval, they will be added to our program.  We continue to seek other courses, especially in under-represented or non-represented departments.  It is also worth noting that we are willing to consider courses that do not receive Gender Category credit.  If, for example, a course receives Ethnicity Category credit but has substantial discussion of gender, we would be willing to add the course to our program.  

*    *    *
From Course Change Committee:
Correction from November Deanery:  
INTN 300 is taught by Midori Yoshii, not Yi-Li Wu.
German 310 (not FRNL 310), Germany and the Environment: Cultural and Social Perspectives--Catherine Grimm
German 314 (not FRNL 314), Multiculturalism in Germany (World War II - Present)--Perry Myers

#    #    #
CCC approved the following changes:

A new course, A&S 222, “The Sociology of Childhood”—Melzer—1 unit, has been approved.

The number of “Criminology” is changed to A&S 225—Scott Melzer—1 unit.

A new course, A&S 230, “Men and Masculinities”—Melzer—1 unit, has been approved.

A new course, A&S 360, “Intimate Violence”—Melzer—1 unit, has been approved.

#    #    #
A new course, Chem 321, “Advanced Synthesis Laboratory”—French, Harris, Gaswick—1/2 unit, has been approved.

A new course, Chem 327, “Advanced Physical and Analytical Laboratory”—Bieler, Green, Lewis, Steffenson—1/2 unit, has been approved.

An old course, Chem 320, “Advanced Laboratory: Instrumentation”—1/2 unit, will be dropped from the catalog.

An old course, Chem 325, “Advanced Laboratory: Projects”—1/2 unit, will be dropped from the catalog.

#    #    #
A new course, Educ 201, “Processes in Learning and Teaching”—staff—1 unit, has been approved.

A new course, Educ 202, “Fundamental Concepts of Education”—staff—1 unit, has been approved.

#    #    #
A new English course, Engl 306, “Magazine Writing”—Laura Williams—units TBA, has been approved.

#    #    #
The number of “Women, Society, and Gender in East Asia” is changed to History 365—Yi Li Wu, 1 unit

The number of “Gender and Sexuality in the ‘Hispanic’ World” is changed to History 301—Deborah Kanter, 1 unit

The number of “Environmental History” is changed to History 337—Wes Dick—1 unit.

The title of History 142 is changed to “Modern Latin America”—Kanter, 1 unit. 

The title of History 103 is changed to “1500 Europe 2000”—Geoff Cocks, 1 unit. 

A new course has also been approved: History 377, “The History of American Sport”—Marcy Sacks—1 unit.

The following courses have been approved by the course change committee for the Physical Education Secondary Health Minor:
A new course, Phed 220, “Foundations of Health Education”—instructor TBA—1/2 unit, has been approved.

220  Foundations for Health Education   (1/2)    

Staff
Provide health education minors with the theoretical, philosophical, practical, and professional foundations of health education. 
The number of “Sports Nutrition” is changed to Phed 240—Roop Jayaraman—1/2 unit.
240  Sports Nutrition     (1/2)      

Introduction to nutrition as the study of foods and their effects upon health, development, and performance of the individual.  Emphasis is placed upon the role nutrition plays in the improvement of athletic performance, and the physiological processes of nutrient utilization by the human body.    

A new course, Phed 301, “Planning School Health Programs”—instructor TBA—1 unit, has been approved.

301  Planning School Health Programs    (1 unit)   

Staff
Provides school health educators with an understanding of the nature, scope, function, and integration of coordinated school health programs.  It allows candidates to develop competencies in assessing, planning, and evaluating health programs in school, as well as skills related to using technology and presenting oral and written information to adult audiences.          

A new course, Phed 320, “Mental Health Skills”—instructor TBA—1/2 unit, has been approved.

320  Mental Health Skills    (1/2)    



Staff
Introduce health education candidates to the impact of mental, emotional, and social health on disease and premature death.  The focus will be on current theories, research, and skills related to managing stress, emotions, anger, and conflict.  Candidates will also be able to make application of course content to the process of teaching health education.

A new course, Phed 329, “Sexuality Education”—instructor TBA—1 unit, has been approved.

329  Change name to Sexuality Education  (1 unit)

Staff
This course provides content- and process-oriented opportunities for health education minors who will teach sexuality education in schools. Candidates will enhance their current understanding of human sexuality with knowledge and skills that will enable them to plan, implement, and evaluate developmentally appropriate instruction related to sexuality education.

The number and title of Phed 334 are changed: the new number and title are Phed 390, “Curricula in Secondary Health Education”—Tom Johnson—1 unit.

390  Curricula in Secondary Health Instruction       (1/2)  
Staff
Identify the parts and procedures of the “Michigan Model” applied to teaching secondary school health education, identify the varying aspects of what establishes healthy living, use the tools (such as heart monitors) which are indicators of controlling and promoting good health, identify poor health practices, promote healthy lifestyle choices through modeling good health practices, identify sensitive issues of health and teach them appropriately, and relate current issues which affect healthful living.  

The number and title of Phed 214 are changed: the new number and title are Phed 395, “Secondary School Health Methods”—Tom Johnson—1/2 unit.

395  Secondary Health Education Methods    (1 Unit)  
Staff
Help school education majors and minors develop competencies in planning and implementing health education learning opportunities.  Attention is focused on developing teaching strategies and applying presentation skills that synthesize objectives, content, strategies/activities, and material for all students. 
#    #    #
The title of Poli Sci 351 has changed to “Modern Political Thought”—Glenn Perusek—1 unit.

#    #    #
Course Change has approved changes to three courses in Psychology (effectively creating two new courses).  Formerly PSY 251 & 351, 236 & 336, and 248 & 348 were (within each dyad) equivalent courses, with the exception that a laboratory component was included with the 300-level course.  Now the 300-level courses have been given new titles and each requires the appropriate 200-level course as a prerequisite.  The content of the 300-level courses has been modified to allow greater depth of coverage than was possible when the course also included survey coverage of the topic.  The 200-level courses have not changed; they still serve as survey courses.

Course Number:  PSY 351          Course Title: Research in Developmental Psychology

Frequency and Duration of Meetings: 3 hrs. lecture, 2 hours lab per week

Units: 1

Prerequisite(s): Psychology 101, 251, 204, and at least a 2.0 in Psychology 206 or permission of instructor



Course Fee Amount: $25

Course Description:  

Focuses on either social/emotional development or cognitive development in infancy, childhood, and adolescence. This course will familiarize students with issues of ethics in research, rapport-building, and subject-recruitment. Special emphasis will be placed on familiarization with research techniques u sed in the study of development. Hands-on experience with children is central to the laboratory component, with participation in all phases of research (design, data collection, analysis, and write-up). 

Course Number:  PSY 336          Course Title: Research in Social Psychology

Offered  __ Fall __Spring

Units: 1

Frequency and Duration of Meetings: 3 hrs. lecture, 2 hours lab per week

Prerequisite(s): Psychology 101, 236, 204, at least a 2.0 in Psychology 206 or permission of instructor

Course Fee Amount: $25

Course Description:  

Focuses on either social cognitive processes or interpersonal relations. This course is designed to guide the upper-division student through an intensive review of social psychological theory in either social cognition of interpersonal relations. In the process of such a review, the student will learn how to assess and employ methodologies that affect explanations, interpretations, and applications of human social cognition and behavior. This lab course emphasized the inextricable link between theory, methodology, and statistical analyses. Projects relating to one of these two areas will closely parallel the process of professional research in social psychology. 

Course Number:  PSY 348          Course Title: Research in  Behavioral Neuroscience 

Offered  __ Fall __Spring

Units: 1

Frequency and Duration of Meetings: 3 hrs. lecture, 2 hours lab per week

Prerequisite(s): Psychology 101, 241, 204, at least a 2.0 in Psychology 206 or permission of instructor

Course Fee Amount: $25

Course Description:  Course examines the methodology of behavioral neuroscience research.  Lecture content will focus on a review of the major means by which brain/behavior relations can be determined (i.e., lesion, stimulation, and recording studies) as well as an examination of much that has been learned using these procedures.  In the laboratory students will examine at least two of these procedures in detail: human electrophysiology and either a lesion or stimulation experiment in rats.  Students will be instrumental in the design and conducting of the study.

Course Number: PSYC 353               Course Title: Psychology of Adolescence

Instructor: J. Walter

Offered  __ Fall __Spring : Alternate Years


Units: 1

Frequency and Duration of Meetings: 3 hours a week 

Prerequisite(s): PSYC 101, 251

Course Description: 

This course examines the psychological, physical, historical, and social forces from early adolescence to young adulthood. Major topics include physical, cognitive, and social/emotional development, as well as identity formation, ethnicity, adolescent sexuality, health, delinquency, and the impact of schools.

#    #    #
A new course, Thea 366, “Acting Styles”—Robert Starko—1/2 unit, has been approved.

*    *    *
From Gender & Ethnicity Committee:
The Gender and Ethnicity Committee has approved A&S 389, The Cultural Politics of Sexuality, scheduled for spring semester 2005 (Renkin), for gender category credit. 

Correction from November Deanery:  
A&S 333: Sociology of Sex and Gender, has been approved as a gender category course, spring semester 2005 (Melzer – not Byrne).
PHED 310, approved for Ethnicity Category, has the following title: Movement, Brain Development, and the Classroom Teacher.

*   *    *
From Faculty Development Committee:

The Faculty Development Committee has approved the following Small Grants:
Ronney Mourad (Religious Studies) in support of production costs of forthcoming book on transcendental arguments and Christian belief.

Perry Myers (Foreign Languages) in support of production costs of forthcoming book on fin-de-siecle Germany.

II
ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM ACADEMIC AFFAIRS OFFICE
The following coteries were approved:  The Future of Life, by Edward O. Wilson, led by Doug White, Jeff Carrier, Dale Kennedy, Dean McCurdy, Dan Skean (Biology); and Jacques Lacan, led by Geoff Cocks (History).  

The International Conference on Improving University Teaching issues a conference announcement and call for papers.  This year's conference, the theme of which will be Making a Positive Difference Through Higher Education, will be held on July 11-14, 2005, at Duquesne University, Pittsburgh, PA.  Submission deadline for papers is January 30, 2005.  See www.iutconference.org for more information.

Kennesaw State University, Kennesaw, GA, announces a conference entitled Stepping Up to the Plate in Diversity Education to take place on March 18-19, 2005.  The purpose of the conference is to showcase the best practices in diversity and learning currently in use at universities, four-year colleges, and community colleges.  A call for papers is also issued, with the deadline being December 17, 2004.  For additional information, see www.kennesaw.edu/diversityeducation/index.html.

Sign up today: 9th Annual Institute on Service-Learning: "Deepening the Commitment to Student Engagement through Quality Teaching," February 17-18, 2005, Adrian College.  Presented by Michigan Campus Compact and Michigan Community Service Commission, and co-sponsored by Albion College.  Members of the faculty who are interested in finding tools for service-learning programs, building more connections for civic engagement (curricular and co-curricular), and networking with like-minded faculty from around Michigan, will find this institute to be invaluable.  More information and details can be found at www.micampuscompact.org/institute05.asp.  Albion College faculty members are able to attend for free (registration and housing covered).  Please contact Dan McQuown, Chaplain (x0492), to take advantage of this offer.

Association of Small Computer Users in Education has issued a Call for Proposals for the 38th Annual Summer Conference, “Campus Technology: Anticipating the Future,” June 12-16, 2005, at Ocean Creek Resort & Conference Center, Myrtle Beach, SC.  Possible topics for proposals include: Teaching & Learning; Institutional Infrastructure & Services; Support & Training: and Campus Communication.  Proposals should be submitted online at www.ascue.org by January 19, 2005.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR STUDENTS

Student nominees for the Jack Kent Cooke Foundation Annual Scholarship Program are being sought.   Two years ago, Samata Singhi’s nomination was successful, and she is presently a Cooke Scholar.  Forty to fifty scholarships will be awarded.  Albion can nominate two students. This year's applicants must be either graduating seniors OR recent graduates (since 2000) who plan to begin their graduate studies in the fall of 2005.  Those currently in graduate school are NOT eligible.  The process is highly competitive, with over 1,000 candidates annually.  We need to nominate our best students.  Please help by forwarding to Beth Lincoln the names of students you think worthy.  We will contact the student to determine if there is interest in applying.  We are looking for high achievers with unmet financial need.

II
SCHOLARLY AND PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
Jennifer Cook (FURSCA) attended a PKAL-funded Leadership Workshop for directors of undergraduate research programs, December 4-5, 2004, at Winthrop University in Rock Hill, SC.  Participants from thirteen institutions are compiling information to present to other UR directors at the National Conference on Undergraduate Research (NCUR) meeting at the Virginia Military Institute/Washington and Lee University campuses, April 20-23, 2005.
David Hawsey (Enrollment) has been selected to facilitate the long-range strategic planning process for the Catholic School System, Diocese of Lansing, Jackson Region.  

Tim and Beth Lincoln (Geological Sciences) presented their poster, "Faulting in the Cicero Peak Quadrangle, Black Hills, South Dakota" at the annual meeting of the Geological Society of America in Denver, CO, on November 10.  Earlier this fall, Tim served as an outside evaluator for the Geology Department at Hope College, and Beth will serve a similar role for the Department of Geosciences at DePauw in January.  In addition, each has been asked to serve as a panelist for the 2005 NSF Graduate Research Fellowship Program in February.

Darren Mason (Mathematics & Computer Science) collaborated with B.C. Ng (Andrews University), T.R. Bieler (MSU), and M.A. Crimp (MSU) on the paper “Prediction of crack paths based upon detailed microstructure characterization in a near-g TiAl alloy.”  This paper will appear in The Metals Society (TMS) Proceedings for the 2004 Symposium on Materials Damage Prognosis (ed. J.M Larsen, J.R. Calcaterra, L. Christodoulou, M.L. Dent, W.J. Hardman, J.W. Jones, and S.M Russ).  The expected publication date for the entire volume is 2005.

Sam McIlhagga (Music) organized and directed the 4th Annual High School Honor Band on December 3-4. This was the largest application pool yet with over 80 students applying from nearly 30 different high schools from across Michigan. The honor band rehearsed for two days, attended master classes led by Albion College music studio faculty, and spent time with many of the band students from Albion College. The event culminated in a concert on December 4th along with the college's Symphonic Band.

Melissa Mercer (Education) provided professional development for elementary and middle school teachers for the annual Glenbrook Science Day in Glenview, IL. The teacher workshop, entitled “Using Informal Education to Support Science Education in Elementary and Middle Schools,” included a field trip to Chicago’s Museum of Science and Industry.
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