
This bronze statue is a one-third size 
replica of the statue displayed in 
the Capitol Rotunda in Washington, 
D.C. , including the granite base with 
historical quotes by and about our 
38th president. It is the first of only 
three replicas to be produced.

The maquette was first unveiled 
in March during a ceremony at the 
Gerald R. Ford Presidential Museum 
in Grand Rapids. College alumni, 
staff, students, and friends were able 
to tour museum exhibits and receive 
the first glimpses of the institute’s new 
gift. The unveiling was conducted by 

President Ford’s daughter, Susan Ford 
Bales, and Albion College President 
Donna Randall.

“The statue is more than just a piece 
of metal. It’s a lasting remembrance 
of the life and values of one we deeply 
admire,” said Ford Bales. “Tonight, 
we unveil this first maquette of Dad’s 
rotunda statue. May it remind us 
of a leader for whom truth was the 
guiding beacon and of a man whose 
respect for Albion College was and 
will forever be boundless.”

The Ford maquette found its 
permanent home a week later 
during a dedication ceremony 
in Robinson Hall, with current 
students watching from the third 
floor balcony and honored guests 
including Joe Calvaruso, ’78, Herold 
“Mac” Deason, ’64, and Ford statue 
sculptor J. Brett Grill. Calvaruso and 
Deason both assisted in securing the 
sculpture for Albion.

“President Ford was a strong 
advocate for education throughout 
his life,” said President Randall. 
“At Albion we like to think of his 
establishment of the Ford Institute 
as one of his very best contributions 
to education in this country. It 
shows his extraordinary dedication 
to preparing young people for a life 
of leadership, civic engagement, and 
service to others.”

Gerald Ford Returns 
to Albion College

Gerald R. Ford Institute for Leadership 
in Public Policy and Service
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When visitors stop by the Ford Institute office in 
Robinson Hall, they will be greeted by a familiar face. 
Standing watch in front of the institute that bears his 
name is a maquette of President Gerald Ford. 

Sculptor Brett Grill was on hand for the 
campus dedication of the maquette. Ford 
Institute member Johanna Schulte also 
participated in the ceremony.

The Ford Institute 
would like to thank 
our alumni whose 
generosity made this 
opportunity possible.

Platinum Donors
Herold “Mac” Deason, ’64
Joseph Calvaruso, ’78

Silver Donors
Brett Decker, ’93
George Heartwell, ’71
David Hogg, ’69
Paul Huth, ’77

President Donna Randall (left) and Susan 
Ford Bales unveil the maquette of President 
Gerald R. Ford during a March ceremony 
in Grand Rapids. The sculpture is now 
permanently housed in Robinson Hall, near 
the Ford Institute office suite.



Ott is a partner 
in the law 
firm Warner 
Norcross & 
Judd, and is 
based in Grand 
Rapids.

An economics 
and management 
and German 
double 
major, Ott 

was extremely active with the Ford 
Institute, serving on a number of 
student committees. He values 
the debates he had with his peers 
as well as the opportunities to 
converse with experts in different 
fields. “Learning how to carry 
on a conversation with someone 
who knew far more than I did as a 
student,” Ott says, “taught me how 
to deal with business leaders and 
others in our community in my 
current role.” One of his highlights 
was driving journalist Cokie 
Roberts to the airport after she 
spoke at Albion College. A traffic 
jam turned a simple commute into 
a three-hour conversation.

Beyond the Ford Institute, Ott acted 
in the theatre as part of the Albion 
College Players and held various 
leadership roles with WLBN. He 
also interned for Michigan’s current 
attorney general, Bill Schuette, during 
Schuette’s campaign for Congress.

After Albion, Ott went on to the 
University of Michigan and earned 
his law degree. On graduating 
from law school, he joined Warner 
Norcross & Judd and has served 
with the firm for over 20 years, 
representing businesses and 
financial institutions on mergers 
and acquisitions, compliance 
with securities laws, and general 
corporate and business matters. 

Ott says students sometimes have 
an unrealistic view of the legal 
profession and pursue a career in the 
law for the wrong reasons. Students 
should be fully committed to the 
field, he advises, given that law 
school requires a major investment 
of time and resources. He suggests 
that students pursue as broad an 
education as they can and include 
an undergraduate accounting class: 
“Having a basic knowledge of how 
to read a financial statement is 
extremely valuable, no matter what 
area of the law you might practice.”

Ott has received numerous accolades 
for his work. Named in 2010 to the 
Michigan Super Lawyers list, he also 
has been recognized since 2010 by 
Best Lawyers in America in banking 
and financial services regulation 
law. Ott also stays busy as a board 
member for the Equest Center for 
Therapeutic Riding and the West 
Michigan Film Video Alliance.

Fordie Jeff Ott, ’86, Chosen as 
Albion College Trustee
Students and staff of the Ford Institute would 
like to congratulate Jeffrey Ott, ’86, on his recent 
appointment to the Albion College Board of Trustees. 

2012 Election 
Cycle Events
With the 2012 election cycle 
in full swing, students in the 
Ford Institute have ramped up 
their interest and participation. 
The day before February’s 
Michigan presidential primary, 
Republican candidate Mitt 
Romney campaigned at 
Caster Concepts in Albion, a 
manufacturing concern owned 
by Bill Dobbins, ’74.  Thanks 
to Dobbins, approximately 
60 Ford students arrived 
early to get front row spots 
to hear Romney’s speech, 
shake his hand, and pose for 
a picture with the candidate. 
While not all of the students 
agreed with the candidate’s 
stances, everyone appreciated 
the opportunity to hear his 
platform and see what goes into 
a presidential campaign event.

The following evening as 
primary voting ended, 
students stopped by the Ford 
library in Robinson Hall for 
one of several “Watch Parties.” 
Students debated the merits of 
different candidates between 
sound bites from the TV and 
bites of food from a local 
Mexican restaurant. This 
was the third “Watch Party” 
co-sponsored by the Ford 
Institute, the two previous 
being the Florida primary and 
President Obama’s State of the 
Union address. Many similar 
activities are scheduled for 
the fall, so if you are in the 
Albion area on the evening 
of a major debate or election 
night, please stop by one of 
our “Watch Parties.”

Jeff Ott



During high school, he participated 
in Albion College’s Operation 
Bentley, an intensive, weeklong local 
and state government simulation 
program. In January 2011 he studied 
urban issues in Detroit as a Sleight 
Leadership Fellow. His most recent 
undertaking was studying in France 
and immersing himself in French 
culture—along with extensive travels 
throughout Europe.

A political science and French 
double major, Seasock enrolled at 
the Université Stendhal Grenoble 3 
during spring semester 2012. While 
there he studied French grammar, 
politics, art history, and cinema. 
Outside of his course work, Seasock 
taught conversational English 
courses at a private high school. In 
his free time he visited Switzerland, 
Spain (his favorite destination 
because of the relaxed atmosphere), 
Italy, and other cities in France.

The biggest take away for Seasock 
was the cultural education. He 
cherished the opportunity to get to 
know people from other European 
nations and even Morocco. “I have 

a much greater appreciation and 
understanding of the importance 
of cultural sensitivity in everyday 
affairs,” Seasock said.

Seasock enjoyed his first time 
overseas immensely. In fact, he 
liked it so much that he hopes to 
eventually live in France and work 
in the field of international politics 
and governance. Seasock’s advice 
for students planning to go abroad: 
Don’t sweat the small stuff. “Go with 
the flow and never panic. Everything 
always works out for the better.”

Rick 
Simonson was 
a champion 
of many 
causes, but 
none as great 
as that of the 
education of 
our children 
and young 
adults. The 
1972 Albion 
alumnus, who 

died at his home in Baldwin, Michigan 
on July 13, 2012, led the fundraising 
that created the Project 250 Award 
in honor of former Albion College 
President Bernard T. Lomas. He also 
served on the Ford Institute Visiting 
Committee for several years, providing 
invaluable guidance. “Rick challenged 
the staff and students of the Institute 
to be respectful stewards of the public 
good,” said director Al Pheley. “He was 
always available as a resource especially 
around critical issues facing the state 
of Michigan. He provided connections 
to many opportunities, including 
internships and jobs, and offered a 
compassionate ear when needed.”

Simonson brought to the Institute a 
special connection to President Ford. 
He was the executive director of the 
president’s 1976 election campaign 
in Michigan and helped facilitate the 
founding of the Gerald R. Ford Institute 
for Public Service in October 1977. 
Simonson served as chief of staff to two 
Michigan state senators, Donald Bishop 
and Richard Fessler. As an advocate 
of public education, he was active in 
the Oakland County school district in 
several key positions, and established 
the Simonson Scholarship and Baldwin 
Promise in his home community.
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Alex Seasock, ’13, Dives into 
European History and Culture

Remembering 
Richard “Rick” 
Simonson, ’72 When it comes to learning about the world around 

him, senior Alex Seasock is always ready to 
challenge himself. 

While studying in Grenoble, France, Alex 
Seasock traveled throughout Europe to 
experience different cultures firsthand.

Dennis Cawthorne, ’62, chair of the 
former Ford Institute Visiting Committee, 
said of his friend, “Rick was totally 
committed to public service. He almost 
singlehandedly created the Baldwin 
Promise in a community that very much 
needed a program of that sort. His service 
on the State Judicial Tenure Commission 
and the State Judges Retirement Board 
and indeed his service to Albion College, 

both as a student and long after, 
provided countless examples of his 
generosity, integrity, and wisdom in the 
public arena.” 

Donations in memory of Rick Simonson 
may be made to Albion College’s 
Simonson Scholarship Fund online at 
www.albion.edu/giving or by phone by 
calling 517/629-0402. 

Rick Simonson



Students are admitted to the Ford Institute 
only after being admitted to Albion College. 
The Ford Institute is an honors program 
open by application. Members are selected 
based on demonstrated leadership, interest in 
public service, academic ability, and previous 
involvement in political, community, and 
school activities.

 All students are expected to maintain a high 
level of academic performance once admitted, 
to continue their involvement in campus and 
community affairs, and to become involved in 
Institute activities.

Gerald R. Ford Institute for Leadership 
in Public Policy and Service

She returned to campus in May as 
the featured speaker during Albion’s 
baccalaureate service prior to 
commencement.

Fritz is 
currently 
the director 
of public 
affairs and 
administrative 
services for 
the Michigan 
Department of 
Civil Rights, 
where she is 

responsible for communications, 
education, and outreach efforts and 
also manages the budget, finances, 
and the day-to-day operations of its 
five offices.

As an undergraduate, Fritz majored 
in political science, was active 
in Mortar Board, and provided 
the voice for Briton football and 
basketball. As one of her highlights 
at Albion, Fritz describes her role 
as the student representative to the 
planning committee for Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu’s visit to campus as 
“a tremendous gift . . . to have an 

opportunity to sit and discuss civil 
and human rights with one of the 
world’s most prominent leaders.”

She credits the Ford Institute for 
helping her develop critical thinking 
skills. “Being able to identify 
challenges, analyze causes, and 
develop solutions is essential in all 
lines of work,” Fritz says. Also highly 
valued are her internship experiences. 
While interning with the Albion 
Downtown Development Authority, 
she helped create a public relations 
campaign to encourage shopping 
downtown during the reconstruction 
of Superior Street. Her internship 
with the Howard Wolpe for Governor 
campaign evolved into a full-time job 
following graduation.

Fritz spent years working on different 
campaigns in Michigan, Mississippi, 
and New Hampshire, primarily in 
communication roles. Later, Fritz 
would join the administration 
of Michigan Governor Jennifer 
Granholm, serving as communications 
director for the Office of the State 
Budget and chief of staff to Lieutenant 
Governor John Cherry. Governor 
Granholm chose Fritz to head the 

Leslee Fritz, ’94, Continues the 
Public Service Tradition

For More Information
To learn more about the Gerald R. Ford Institute for 
Leadership in Public Policy and Service, please contact:

Gerald R. Ford Institute
Al Pheley, Ph.D., Director
Eddie Visco, ’04, M.Ed., Associate Director
Ann Garrett, Institute Coordinator

Albion College Phone: 517/629-0368 
611 E. Porter St. E-mail: fordinstitute@albion.edu 
Albion, MI 49224 Web: www.albion.edu/ford

2012 Ford Institute 
Award Highlights
President Gerald R. Ford Leadership 

Award: Chelsea Denault
Michael P. Noonan Award for 

Leadership in Public Life:  
Harriet Groenleer

Michael A. Dively Leadership Award: 
Casey Hoffman

Phillip H. and Shirley Kennedy 
Battershall Scholarship  
(presented with the History 
Department): Nathaniel Arndts

Sharon “Zo” Gates Rees Scholarship 
for Women in Leadership: Salaina 
Catalano and Elizabeth Frankowski

Albion Community Intern Endowment 
(Class of 1960): Jessica Forzano

Joe Stroud Internship in Public Policy 
and Journalism: Sara Jongeward

Ford Institute graduate Leslee Fritz, ’94, has taken what she 
learned at Albion and put it to work in her wide-ranging 
career in politics and Michigan state government. 

Michigan Economic Recovery Office, a 
Cabinet-level position. In this role, she 
oversaw the $18 billion the state received 
in funds from the American Recovery & 
Reinvestment Act.

To today’s students Fritz suggests, “There 
is no higher calling than public service. 
Pursue internships with government 
entities at any level, volunteer on a 
campaign or with a community service 
organization, and take all the classes 
you can that teach writing, critical 
thinking, and research skills. Working in 
government is all about problem solving. 
The more you develop those skills, the 
more successful you will be.”

Leslee Fritz


