


in 1988, spending a semester in Jordan, Israel, and Palestine with 
students.
 Dedicated to the vibrancy of the local political process, 
Tunnicliff served on Albion’s City Council in the 1990s, including 
one term as mayor. He involved a number of “Fordies” as his cam-
paign staff during a run for the U.S. Congress, narrowly losing to an 
incumbent candidate. Tunnicliff left Albion to become vice president 
of the Associated Colleges of the Midwest. He later served as director 
of international programs and associate professor of political science 
at Augustana College from 2007 to 2010 and then joined the College 
of Wooster in 2010.
 Memorial services for Tunnicliff were held in Davenport, Iowa 
(his home state) and Oak Park, Ill., and a Celebration of Life service 
was offered at the College of Wooster. Tunnicliff is survived by his 
wife, Ginny, and three children.

For information on contributing to the Dr. Kim Tunnicliff Memorial 
Fund, please contact Dana Moore, director of development in the Office 
of Institutional Advancement, at 517/629-0897 or dmoore@albion.edu. 
Checks may be made payable to Albion College and mailed to Institutional 
Advancement, Albion College, 611 E. Porter St., Albion, MI 49224. 
Further details may be found at www.albion.edu/ford.

SENIORS VISIT WASHINGTON, D.C.
As part of the Ford Institute’s senior colloquium class, students 
recently traveled to Washington, D.C. to meet Albion alumni and 
speak with notable thinkers and practitioners in the field of public 
service. The trip also coincided with the National Cherry Blossom 
Festival, an annual rite of spring in the district.
 During the trip, students engaged in policy discussions with 

Norman Ornstein, notable 
political scientist and 
resident scholar at the 
American Enterprise 
Institute (AEI), as well as 
Evan Thomas, former edi-
tor at-large for Newsweek 
magazine. The students 
also attended a coffee 
meeting with United 
States Senator Debbie 
Stabenow of Michigan.

 The group met with several Albion alumni who work in the 
Washington, D.C. area. They visited the Washington Times newspaper 
offices and met with Brett Decker, ’93, who is the organization’s edito-
rial page editor. Students and staff were treated to an alumni panel 
in the conference room of the House Ways  and Means Committee 
in the U.S. Capitol building. The 
panel featured recent alumni work-
ing on Capitol Hill and included 
Allie Judson, ’08, executive assistant 
to Congressman Dave Camp, ’75 
(MI-4); Reed Eckhold, ’08, legis-
lative assistant for Congressman 
Randy Forbes (VA-4); Ted Stiger, 
’09, staff assistant for Senator Debbie 
Stabenow (MI); David Walker, ’07, 
government affairs specialist with 
K&L Gates; Annie Gawkowski, 
’10, junior political consultant for 
the KatzWatson Group; and Dean 
Thompson, senior advisor for Whip 

Operations to Congressman Peter Roskam (IL-6). Finally, students 
had the opportunity to meet with alumni over a leisurely dinner at 
Buca di Beppo Italian restaurant in Dupont Circle. 
 Though the trip was filled with different meetings and course-
related activities, no visit to Washington, D.C. would be complete 
without some sightseeing. The students enjoyed a wide variety of 
sights in the area including the White House, the U.S. Capitol, the 
Washington Monument, the Smithsonian Museums, the Lincoln 
Memorial, and the U.S. Botanic Garden, just to name a few.

HEATHER HOLDERNESS, ’11, HELPS PROVIDE 
ACCESS TO HEALTH CARE
Through her Ford Institute internship, Heather Holderness, ’11, was 
able to combine her interests in health and public policy, and also uti-
lize her fluency in Spanish. She worked with Community HealthCare 
Connections (CHC), an organization that connects uninsured and 
underinsured individuals to a wide variety of health care services. 
These include basic health and medical care, as well as referral and 
advocacy. CHC provides these services in conjunction with the 
Nursing Clinic of Battle Creek and the Calhoun Health Plan. 
 Heather worked with CHC’s Hispanic Outreach Program doing 
research, helping with outreach services, explaining opportunities to 
potential clients, and occasionally providing translation. She also pro-

vided assistance with their 
new mobile clinic that takes 
medical services directly into 
the community. This type 
of work was well suited for 
her as she has a variety of 
academic and professional 
interests. Heather gradu-
ated from Albion in May 
2011 with a dual major in 
Latin American studies and 
Spanish, a minor in biol-
ogy, and concentrations in 
the Ford Institute and the 

Institute for Premedical Professions and Health Sciences. 
 “One of the best parts of this internship has been interacting 
directly with the clients,” said Heather. “There was one client who 
was renewing services with a CHC program, but could not read or 
write in English. I was able to translate into Spanish for him and help 
him fill out the paperwork so that he could continue to receive the 
health care he so much needed.” 
 A native of Hartland, Mich., Heather was very active with the 
Organization for Latino/a Awareness at Albion College, serving as the 
group’s president. She was also a mentor at Harrington Elementary 
School, vice president for management of Alpha Chi Omega, and a 
member of the Order of Omega. 
 After graduation, Heather accepted a position as a research 
assistant at the University of Rochester working on public health 
initiatives in international settings. She ultimately hopes to go into 
advocacy work for underrepresented groups needing access to health 
care. Heather is grateful to have been a part of the Ford Institute and 
feels it is her responsibility to give back to her communities. “Being 
around people who are passionate about public service is one of the 
best parts of the program,” she said. “I learned so much from the dif-
ferent opinions and perspectives of the other students. Being in Ford 
broadened my own understanding of the world.”

Ford seniors at the Washington 
Monument.

Heather Holderness, ’11, with CHC executive 
director, Samantha Pearl.

These recent alumni in D.C. discussed their 
careers.





FOR MORE INFORMATION
To learn more about the Gerald R. Ford Institute for Leadership in 
Public Policy and Service, please contact:

Gerald R. Ford Institute Al Pheley, Ph.D., Director
Albion College  Edward Visco, ’04, Associate Director
611 E. Porter St.  Ann Garrett, Institute Coordinator
Albion, MI 49224 
 

Phone: 517/629-0368
E-mail: fordinstitute@albion.edu
Web: www.albion.edu/ford/

Albion College is committed to a policy of equal opportunity and non-discrimination 
on the basis of sexual orientation and of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, age, 
or disability, as protected by law, in all educational programs and activities, admission of 
students, and conditions of employment.

ADMISSION
Students are admitted to the Ford Institute only after being admit-
ted to Albion College. The Ford Institute is an honors program 
open by application. Members are selected based on demonstrated 
leadership, interest in public service, academic ability, and previ-
ous involvement in political, community, and school activities.
 All students are expected to maintain a high level of aca-
demic performance once admitted, to continue their involvement 
in campus and community affairs, and to become involved in 
Institute activities.
 You’ll find more about the Ford Institute, including an online 
application form, at: www.albion.edu/ford/.

Check out the Ford Institute through our virtual tour at: www.albion.edu/
tour/.  The tour includes interviews with current Ford students and allows 
you to explore our beautiful campus.

FORD INSTITUTE ON SOCIAL MEDIA
In addition to our Web site (www.albion.edu/ford), be sure to visit 
us on Facebook, Twitter (@FordatAlbion), and Linked In.

2011 FORD INSTITUTE ACADEMIC AND 
LEADERSHIP AWARDS

Ford Leadership Award
Christin Spoolstra

Michael P. Noonan Award
Conor Fitzpatrick

Michael A. Dively Leadership Award
Jessica Baird

Outstanding Public Policy Major Award
(Awarded with the Department of Economics and Management)

Adam Enders

Phillip H. and Shirley Kennedy Battershall Award
(Awarded with the Department of History)

Heather de Bari

FORD STUDENTS PRESENT AT 2011 ELKIN 
ISAAC RESEARCH SYMPOSIUM
Fourteen students in the Ford Institute participated in Albion’s 
annual Elkin R. Isaac Student Research Symposium last spring. 
The symposium honors outstanding student research, scholarship, 
and creative activity performed under the supervision of an Albion 
faculty member or in a College-approved off-campus program. The 
topics listed below reflect the wide-ranging interests of Ford Institute 
students.

Michael Albani, Heather de Bari, Emilee Studley, 
and Michelle Valentine
The Prentiss M. Brown Traveling Seminar to Suriname, South America: 
Research on Coastal Ecosystems

Jessica Baird
Food, Farming, and the Liberal Arts: An Exploration of Multi-Disciplinary 
Campus Gardens

Katherine Kirsch and Courtney Meyer
The Prentiss M. Brown Traveling Seminar to Suriname, South America: 
Research on the Politics of Development and the Interior Rainforest

Conor Fitzpatrick
Examining the Role of the CIA and U.S. State Department in the Political 
Fall and Eventual Assassination of Congolese Prime Minister Patrice 
Lumumba

Alan Williams
Congressional Earmarks: Alternative Approaches to the Concept of 
Representation

Adam Enders
Crisis and Coverage: An Examination of News Media Reporting of the 
Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill

Christin Spoolstra
Term Limits and Minority Voter Turnout: A Study of the Michigan State 
Legislature

Courtney Meyer
Is Foreign Aid Aiding the Poor? An Analysis of the Motivations Fueling 
the Allocation of Official Development Assistance to and in Developing 
Countries

Chelsea Denault
“The Spirited Will Act”: Josiah Quincy, Jr. and the Mob Culture of Pre-
Revolutionary Boston

Claire Kaisler
Examining How Intersex Track Athletes Are Unfairly Treated at the Elite 
Level

Drew Miller
Personality Facets and Sexism: The Mediating Roles of Right-Wing 
Authoritarianism and Social Dominance Orientation


